TAM TiNH & CAM NGHIi
NHA VAN HO TRUONG AN
VOI CHUYEN PONG QUE - TAPI - CUA TRAN VAN
XUAT BAN TAI SACRAMENTO - CALIFORNIA NAM 1999

VAI LOI GIOI THIEU NHA VAN HO TRUONG AN:

Nha van H6 Truong An tén that 1a Nguyén Viét Quang, bao dé cua nir si Thuy Vi -
mot nha van khé noi tiéng & mién Nam Viét Nam trude 30.4.1975.

Ho6 Trudng An sinh trudng tai Vinh Long
(1938 - 2020 - bao dé¢ cua nir si Thuy
Vii). Tét nghiép Khoa 26 (1968) Truong
S1 Quan Thu Duc. Phuc vu tai Ban Thong
Tin Béao Chi Quan Poan III cho dén
thang 4.1975. Pinh cu & Phap va tir tran
tai Troyes, cach Paris 160 km vé hudng
Dong Nam.

Trudc va sau ndam 1975 da cong tac voi
nhi€u tap chi van hoc.

Ho6 Truong An di xuit ban 22 truyén dai
- 10 tap truyén tap, 16 but khao, but ky,
ky su, 3 tap tho va nhiéu bai viét cho cac
béo. Truyén dai c¢6: Lop Séng Phé Hung -
Phan Budm - Ntra Cho Ntra Qué - Tinh
Trong Nhung Luya - Léi Buém Puong
Huong - Tinh DPep D4t Long HO - Trang Trai Than Tién - Ngat Thom Hoa Budi
Bong Tra - Chan Troi Mong Dep - Thuo Sen Hong Phuong Tham - Giai Thoai
Hong Thong Piép Hong - Bong Pén Ta Nguyét - Cao Thom - Theo Chan Nhiing
Tiéng Hat - Lai Lang Dong Phu Sa - Thap Thuy Tam Phuong - Tap Diém Ngung
Huy...

Trong tap but ky van hoc Tép Diém Ngung Huy, v6i Chuong Mo Dau, ,Hé Truong
An 161 16 1y do viét tac pham nay voi cam nghi cia minh khi mua thu dén voi nude
Phap va HO Truong An cling gidn ti€p gidi thich nghia bon chit tap diém ngung
huy:



Ban vao sau lira tudi mua thu cudc doi. Trong tuéi vé huu ménh mong ngay thdng,
gitta tlet manh thu gap ngay mua dam, ban tw héi minh phdi lam gi dé giét thoi gio
trong rong mudn phién...

Mua thu vé ¢ dau ddy dy, nhung khéng vé mién Nam c6 quéc ching ta. Cho nén
vdo thang 7 ém lich cho t&i cudi ndm, trong vuéng sdan ciia ban van két tdp biét
bao cai dep cua nhﬁ’ng ndng hoa (tdp diém). Va sau nhiing con mua dam thing 7
am lich, troi van con hé ndng... Anh Sang van ngung dong (ngung huy) o ngoqi
canh va trong tam hon ching ta vdo cdi thué ma ching ta chwa vong gia khir quoc
va con song hanh phiic trén ddt me qué cha.

Ngay trén ddt nuwde dang dinh cu, t6i van cé thé lam céng viéc tip diém ngung
huy trong ngday mwa dam tiéu so, giita lic cdy coi trui 14, trong khodng thoi gian
co ay lau vang nay. Toi vao phong doc sach tim nhitng tap tho, tdp truyén, nhiing
quyén truyén dai cua cac ban van. Va t6i pha mgt binh tra man sen, dot nén nhang
ngoc qué hwong dé doc nhitng tac pham van chwong kia. Toi Sap dat riéng biét
nhitng quyén ma téi thich va bat dau viét lén cam nghi ciia minh vé chiing.

D6 ¢6 phdi la cong viéc tdp diém ngung huy khéng, hd ban?
Tiét Manh Thu, nam Nham Ngo 2002 - Ho Trwong An.

Trong tap but ky van hoc Tap Diém Ngung Huy, HO Truong An viét vé 7 tac pham
cua 7 nha van va nha tho, voi:

- V5 Phuéce Hiéu - tap truyén Pha Son Lam Pam Ha Ba
- Tran Vin - bat khao Chuyén Dong Qué

- Phuong Triéu - thi tap X6m Mo

- Thuy Khanh - tap tho Bu6n Xua Bay Gio

- Tiéu Thu - tip truyén Séng Nuéc Tinh Qué

- Du Thi Diém Budn - truyén dai Lau Dai Ky Niém

- Vii Nam - truyén dai Noi Cudi Dong Song.

TAM TINH & CAM NGHI CUA HO TRUONG AN VOI TAP BUT KHAO
CHUYEN PONG QUE I

Trong tic phdm Tdp Diém Ngung Huy, tu trang 53 dén trang 94, nha van Ho
Truong An di bo cong doc can than hét gan 300 trang cuén Bit Khdao Chuyén



Dong Qué cua Tran Van - cuon sdach xuat ban dau tién cua Tran Van tai hdi ngoai
nam 1999.

Ho Truong An dic két, cé6 déng lai nhitng
tam tinh va cam nghi cua minh qua 40 trang
trong Tdp Diém Ngung Huy, mét cach chan
thdat dung voi phong cdach cua mot nha van
Nam Ky luc tinh, thdy sao, biét sao viét vy,
khong mdc do thung vai nhau hay khach sdo
ldy long nguwoi ban van ciing dan Mién Tay
nhiwr minh, Ho Truong An viét:

Vao nam 1999, nha bao kiém nha van Tran
Vin tung ra quyén but khao Chuyén Bong
Qué, danh dau su gop mat ruc r& cho nen van
chuong & hai ngoai néi chung, nén vin
chuong cta cic cdy but mién Nam ¢ hai
ngoai nodi riéng.

(H: Nha viin qud c6 Ho Truwong An 1938 - 2020)

Nén vin chuong véi cac cdy bat mién Nam bat dau phon thinh qua cac khudén mat:
Xuan Tudc, Pham Thang, V6 Phudc Hiéu, Xuan Vi, Huynh Hru Cuu, Lé Bao
Tran, Tran Vian, Anh Vin, Anh Véan, H6 Trudng An, Htra Hoanh, Hai Bang, Kiét
Tan, Nguyén Tan Hung, Nguyén Vin Sam, Vo Ky Dién, Phiung Nhan, Nguyén
Vin Ba, Tran Nghi Hoang, Vi Nam, Ngo Nguyén Diing, Tran Long Hd, Nguyén
Lé Héng Hung, Si Liém, Phugng Khanh, Mai Nguyén, Tran Thi Kim Lan, Phan
Thi Trong Tuyén, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Nhung, Du Thi Diém Budn, Kiéu My Duyén,
Hoang Duoc Thao, Tiéu Thu...(bén vin). T6 Thuy Yén, Lam Hao Diing, Phuong
Triéu, Nguyen Thé Ha, Huy Giang, Thy Lan Thao, Song Thi, Thuy Khanh, Khanh
Ha, Nguyén Thi Ngoc Diém, Nguyén M§ Phuong, Swong Mai, Thao Chi, Vii Thi
An (tho).

Chung ta vira di vao thé gidi van chuong ctiia V& Phudc Hiéu (véi tap truyén Pha
Son Lam Pam Ha B4, tir trang 9 dén trang 52 - Tap Diém Ngung Huy), chung ta
duogc thudng thuc 161 van hon nhién, binh dam cung sy mi€u ta chi ly, ti mi cta ho
V5. Nhung, bude sang qua Chuyén Pong Qué cua Tran Vin, ta c6 cam tudng tir
mot manh vuon sum su€ thinh mau lac vao canh rung ram rap, cé cay chen da, la



chen hoa, tran dia chang chit loai man théo, 1dn dugc thao, um tim ¢ thu qay gia
xen k€ sai thu hodc cay danh dé chum Iltra nung than.

Tran Van viét ti mi hon V& Phudc Hiéu, nhung mach vin that luu loat, sy dién ta
khong lam ué oai doc gia va khong 1am ho ngap dai ngao ngan. Anh lam cho chiing
ta nghi dén nhitng birc tranh nhai theo 16i v& mdc ban ctia Nguyén Thi Hop. Nét v&
cua nir hoa sinay co ve trao chudc thai qua dén d6 ning né, rim rap. Nhung, su két
hop ctia dudng nét van lam cho burc hoa gay thu vi cho khach thuong ngoan. No
con phan anh nguyén ven nép sdng va trang thai tinh than cua dan mién Bic. Ngoai
ra, nhimg burc tranh v& canh rung gia cua Henri Rousseau nhu birc La Charmeuse
de Serpents (c6 nang quyén rii ran) ap dung nét vé& tho thap, rim rap. Va c6 thé bao
chung vung veé trén phuong dién ngh¢ thuat ntra la khac. Nhung ma sy két - hop cua
chung lai 6ng 4, biéu duwong tim tinh hon nhién va 16i vé& ngay tho rat dé thuong
cua tac gia, dua tac gia l1én dinh cao cua hoa gidi. That ra, Henri Rousseau 1a ké tur
hoc hoi hoa. Ong ciing chua hé dat chan dén rimg gia. Ong chi dén chd nha kinh
(la serre) co bay nhing cay tur mién nhiét d6i dem vé; 6ng xem chung dé lay hing,
dé hinh thanh nhtmg burc tranh hoang da va tho mong cua minh. Tran Vin khi viét
van chi gibng Nguyén Thi Hop ¢ chd tham lam chi tiét ruom ra. Anh giéng Henri
Rousseau ¢ chd khong dung cong lam vin chuong ciing nhu Henri Rousseau
khong dung cong trau chubt nét vé& theo tinh than cin ban cta hoi hoa. Tran Vin
khong dung ngén ngit chude loc va hoa my nhu loai van chuong bac hoc. Nhung,
anh khong ngdy tho, khong vung vé trong luc dua ddy ngoi bat dau. Van anh tuy
dung ngdn ngit hon nhién, binh di, nhung van phong anh gia din, sy dién ta anh
thao thao nhu nuéc cudn.

Tai sao c6 hai sic thai khac biét giita van chuong ctia V& Phudc Hiéu va cta Tran
Van? Xin thua nhu thé nay: Qué hwong ctia V& Phuéc Hiéu thudc vung Tién
Giang, rimg rdm da nhudng budc cho cac cudc khai hoang khan dét trude khi tac
gia chao doi. Nhung nghiét thay, ruéng dat vi & phén nén chat dat kém mau mg,
hoa 1oi va tho san thu hoach chang c6 bao nhiéu. Con qué huong cta Tran Vin &
vung dat phi nhiéu, & miét Chau Pbc - Long Xuyén. Du ¢ ddy c6 rung co nii
chang nita, nhung rimg nui van cung cap 1am san 1an tho san va miéng an doi dao
cho dan dia phuong. Pat ntii Sam (va ving chinh ctia That Son) rat thich hop cho
loai cdy an trai. Hon nira, trong song rach, ao ngoi, tom ca sanh san € hé, gitip cho
cu dan cudc song du gia 4m no. Nép sbng trong van chuong cua V6 Phude Hiéu
dong khung trong x6m Rach Rit va xom Pha Thir gan GO Pen thudc tinh Long An
(hoi thoi Phép thude duge goi 1a tinh Tan An). O déy, dan ching cham lo viéc muu
sinh nhiéu hon 1a tiéu khién an choi. C6 d6i lta 14y bin ngon, mot ba gia Rach Rit
chi ¢o thé an bun véi top md rang chan véi nude mam. Nhung, & qué huong Tran



Van thit ¢4, tom tép, cua 6c doi dao d€ cac ba ndi trg lam nhiéu mén an thién bién
van hoa danh cho céc tiy tiu phién vuong sanh diéu am thuc.

Trong quyén bt khao nay, tac gia chu trong nhiéu vé thu an choi. Tuy nhién, ¢
chuong mot voi nhan d& Qué Téi , anh viét theo kiéu dia phuong chi (la chronique
provinciale), gdm co cac chucmg nho nhu sau: Xi# Ba Bai, Nii Sam Huyén Bi,
Ruoc T huyen Tinh Ve Qué Huong. Con ¢ chuong ap chot, tirc la chuong ba la
chuong viét vé cac cach kiém cac mén an ngon véi cai twa Nudi va Bat Cd, Chim.
N6 gbm cac chuong nho nhu sau: Cd Nudc Ngot, Ruot Ca Leo, Dim Ca Bong,
Thang Bé Ngoi Tum, Cau Cd He, Cau Cé R6 Bang Trimg Kién Vang, Cau Ré, Bat
Cd Chot, Giang Céu Troi, Pdp Chim, Vieon Chim.

Con chuong hai 1a chwong viét vé an (viét vé phong vi cdc mon dn), gom céc
chuong nho nhu sau: Ca Nuong Trui, Ca Trach Ldu va Géi Sau Pau, Canh Chua
Cd Lén, Thit Chuét Pong, Tiéng Goi ciia Than Iy, Mdm Va Rau, Ca Hé, Ve Sau va
Duong Cha La, Thit Doi va Nudc Thot Nét, Ran Ho Xé Phai, Riia Rang Muéi. Va
hé c6 an ngon 1a phai c6 choi. Cac Cu ta ha chang chuc Tét cho chau chat nho
chong 16n an choi hay sao? Trong doi sdng, tré con dn choi theo kiéu tré con,
nguoi 10n an choi theo kiéu nguoi 16n. Cho nén tac gia quyén Chuyén Pong Qué
khong quén cac mén an choi, tirc la cac mon tiéu khién dugc dlen ta qua chuong
bon tirc 1a chuong choi, ¢6 cai tua Thi Tiéu Khién O Thén Dd, gdm céac chuong
nhé nhu sau: Nhitng Thu Tiéu Khién, Mot Tran P4 Ga Lich St, Pa Ca Lia Thia,
Hot Me, Danh Dé.

skskskoskosk

Qué huong cua Tran Van ¢ xom Ba Bai, dugc tac gia (TV: O ddy xung la Ngoc ddi
xung voi tén cung com cua anh la Nga) vach bat nhu sau:

Tir Thi Xa Chau Pdc di duong b vao ving That Son dén cay s6 thir mudi, noi ¢6
ciy cau duc dai bac ngang, goi la cau Ba Nhip. Tir ddy nhin sang kinh Vinh T¢,
khoang bdn cay s6, tim mat bat gap mot khu xanh rdm ri, do la khu dat cao nhat,
¢6 nhiéu cay c6 thy, ngdi chua Bong Lai uy nghi 4n dudi bong tang cay. Day cing
1a khoi dau 4p Ba Bai, chay dai doc 2 bo kinh Vinh Té d6 mot cay s6 rudi. X Ba
Bai 1a noi chon nhau cat rin cua Ngoc. Xt Ba Bai ¢ nhiéu ci la ¢¢ ma nhé dé ma
vuong van subt cudc doi luu lac tha huong. (Xir Ba Bdi, cac trang 15 - 26).

Theo truyén khau, ngudi vé day 1ap nghiép dau tién 1a gia dinh Ba Bai, c6 thé gbc
gac tur mién Trung (TV: Quang Nam) luu lac vao vung dat moi khai pha mau mé
nay. Ngoc nhé mang mang doi 6ng cd, éng so, 6ng so, dong sam gi d6 da vé xir Ba



Bai ndy 1ap nghiép co thé tir ngdy mé6i dao kinh Vinh Té dé thong thwong tir Chau
Doc dén quan Giang Thanh, thude tinh Ha Tién.

Trudce 75, Ha Tién chi 1a m0t quan cua tinh Kién Giang - Rach Gia. Thoi trudc B¢
Nhat Cong Hoa, Ha Tién ciing 1a mot tinh (TV: Mién Nam tir thoi Phdp thudc ban
dau, goi la Nam Ky Luc tinh, sau chia lai ranh gici thanh 21 tinh. Hoc sinh tiéu
hoc tir nam 1947 tro vé trude phdi hoc thuoc long va nho tir con s twong trung
cho moi tinh. Khi ching ta nhin con s dang ky ghi trén cac bién s6 xe, tau, ghe
I6m vao s6 bo giao thong thi biét ré xudt xir...Moi tinh c6 mot con s6 dé truy
nguyén nguon goc dia phuwong nhu Gia Dinh mang s6 1, Chdu Péc s6 2, Ha Tién
mang s6 3, Rach Gid mang s6 4... Dé cho dé nhé, nguoi ta dit thanh "thiéu": 1
Gia, 2 Chdu, 3 Ha, 4 Rach, 5 Tra, 6 Sa, 7 Bén, 8 Long, 9 Tan, 10 Séc, 11 Thii, 12
Bién... Lau qud, gan 70 ndam, TV quén thir tir cdc sé ciia cdc tinh con lai - dit 21
tinh).

Chiéu dai cta kinh Vinh Té khoang bay tdm muoi cdy sd. Pén nay, ciing trén hai
tram nam. Ba Bai, mdt x{t s& cua nhitng nguoi luon chién d4u véi thién nhién, tha
rimg nguy hiém va ludn chién thing, d6 12 niém kiéu hanh ctia nguoi xit Ba Bai. Vi
thé, chi 1a mot ép rat nho lai duogc goi 1a mot xur rat hach. Mot cai ép nho xiu dé co
nhirng vi Nho hoc, théy do, théy thudc Béc noi tiéng nhét cua ca mot vung. Thién
nhién danh sin su wu dii cho ngudi ban xt. Ca tdm day séng, cua dc diy dong,
mubn bét dn luc nao cling c6. Cac loai chim, ran, nhat 13 rén ho mang con goi la
ran ho dat, nhung thit lai thom ngon va 1a vi thuéc bd duong, bé than, diéu huyét.
Rua vang, ria nap, cang dudc du ca. Nhung, dan Ba Bai lai thich dn mén chudt
ddng 1o ti va dai khach qily mon an nay... (Xi Ba Bai, cac trang 15, 26).

Trong Chuong Mot (chuong Qué T6i), phan chuong nhé Nui Sam Huyén Bi, tac
gia ¢6 nhac téi nhimg di tich tran ngap bong tim linh nhu Tay An Ty, miéu Ba
Chua Xu, Chua Hang, Bach Van Tinh X4 hay nhiing di tich lich st nhu lang Thoai
Ngoc Hau... Anh m6 ta that thong khoai timng noi chén, timg phong canh, ting nép
song, chang han nhu nhiing ciy phugng vi thinh phong vao mua béi trudng, ving
d4 phang danh chd ho hen cho nhiing cdp tinh nhan, nhitng chuyén hanh huong,
cac mon an dic biét. Nhu thé, nai Sam dudi ngoi but miéu ta goi cam cua tac gia
linh dong thi co6, ma huyén bi thi khong. Mot cude dat huyén bi phai c6 nhiing
huyén thoai (les ‘mythes), nhiing truyen ky (les 1égendes). Tin hay khong tin nhing
céu chuyén huyén hodc 4y, nhiing huyen thoai va truyén ky van bién cudc dat do
quyén ru hon, dep hu 40 hon, c¢6 thé 1am cho cam himg cta cu din phon thinh hon,
bién tdm hon ho thém phi nhiéu ¥ tinh.



Nha van Huynh Minh khi viét quyen dia phuong chi Vinh Long Xua va Nay co
nhic truyen ky cua Bai Tién va huyen thoai con song Co6 Chién chay qua thanh phé
va lanh tho cia tinh Vinh Long. Vé séng C6 Chién, d6 1a noi da timg xay ra nhiing
cudc thuy chlen gilia quan cudp Xiém La va binh si Tay Son. Cho nén vao nhiing
dém giong to dan ching mién duyén giang co thé nghe tleng binh khi cham nhau
chan chat, tiéng oan hon binh si tran vong gao thét vang vang, tiéng chiéng tréng
thiic quan vang ren Con ¢ Bai Tién, vao nhimg dém ram trang sang, cac ngudi neo
xudng cau tdm gan bii c6 thé thay cac tién nit tir trén troi hién xubng bai tim mat...

Bu6c qua Rude Thuyén Tinh Vé Qué Huong, ching ta ching kién cai dam cuéi
miét dong bang song Ctru noi day, trong 18 rude dau co cude dua thuyén giira dang
trai va dang gai. Tuy noi rang, d6 1a cudc tidu khién hao htng, do cung la tham y
cua cac cu mi¢ét vuon mién Nam: Cugc dua ghe dua thuyen do lam cho chuyén
thuy trinh rat ngan dé kip dén gio t6t vé& bén nha dang trai, dé chu ré va co dau lam
1& trudc ban tho gia tién. Bit dau tir chuong nho nay, qua cac chuong nhé sau va
dén cudi quyén sach, ngodi but cta tic gia tung hoanh that hao hing:

Ong Huwong Tudn (TV: bd cua Ngoc) ditng 1én, khodc hai tay vé phia trude, dé la
hiéu lénh cudc dua chdanh thire bat dau. Séu chiéc thuyén tinh luot song bon bon,
hang tram ngwoi & hai bén bo ho reo ¢é vii nong nhiét, canh vui c6 mét khéng hai
ciia cdi dp khi ho ¢o gdy nay.

Thuyén do chit Bip (TV: Cha Bup, nay néu con séng ciing trén 90 tudi. Cha Bup
theo Viét Minh tir nam 1947 va nam 1975 1a huyén ty huyén Chau Phu - tinh Chau
Péc co dén tham gia dinh Ngoc & Thi Xa Chau Ddc) diéu khién dan dau, birt xa
nam chiéc thuyén khdc hon hai chuc mét. Thuyén nao ciing ¢é nwde vang vé, hai
nguoi o dau khoang va cudi khoang lo tat nudc ra song. Cudc dua soi noi tir phiit
dau. Ai ciing nhan thdy thuyen do chii Bip diéu khién chdc chan thing cugc. Chu
Biip ra 1énh mét nguoi ldy chéo ra lam nhw cdy truong thiong ditng gan miii
thuyén miia may la hét nhw éng vng ba nhdp. Dédn lang cang khodi trd thich thii
cang cé vé ho reo tan thuéng.

Qua that, thuyén chit Bip nhw chdp mét ngwoi khéng chéo chi ding miia vé théi,
ciing vé nhirt, cach chiéc thir hai, ciia nha gdi, hon mét chiéc thuyén, gan muoi lam
mét. Nhitng trang phdo dai, phdo tiéu né lién tu bat tan, khoi mi mit. Viea tan khéi,
sdu chiéc thuyén cdp bén. Thuyén chinh cia 6ng Huwong Tudn lén cdu trude, ké do
thuyén ciia 6ng ba sudi gdi, cdc thuyén khdc lan heot 1én cdu, va sdp hang doi, trai
mét bén gdi mot bén, di vao cira chinh. Phdo né thém mét hoi dai, dan lang dong
nghet tir trong ra ngodi dé nhin cho dwoc cé dau. (trang 46)



Vi tac gia miéu ta ti mi qua, cho nén Rude Thuyén Tinh Vé Qué Huwong khong con
tinh chat bai viét dia phuong chi nira. N6 trd thanh mot ang van chuong ding
nghia nhu nhiing 4ng vin chuong trong Vang Bong Mot Thoi cua Nguyén Tuan,
trong Mé Chir ctia Vii Bang, trong Duwdi Mdi Trdang Non ciia ba Mong Tuyét That
Tiéu Mudi.

Budc qua chuong hai véi cai twa Nhitng Mon an Nhé Poi, chiing ta nhan thy tac
gia viét theo Thach Lam qua cudn Ha Noi Ba Muwoi Sdu Phé Phwong va theo Vil
Bang qua cubn ‘Mon Ngon Ha Noi. Nhung, ong Thach Lam va 6ng Vi Bang qua
hai 6ng nay, viét vé& cac mon an pho thong x Bic Ky, con nha van Tran Vin thi
viét cac mén an phd thong va cac mén an déc biét xr Nam Ky. Nhung thét ra, nha
van Vi Bang sau khi song lau ndm ¢ Sai Gon, co dip di khap Nam Ky Luc Tinh
cling da viét cubn Mon La Mién Nam, nhung chua viét day du nhiimg mon ngon tai
qué huong Tran Van. Hai ong Vi Bang 1an Thach Lam viét bang but phap hoa 1¢
chai chudc; trong khi do, Tran Vin viét bang buat phap binh dam va don hau. Tuy
nhién, bai viét cta anh doi dao chat liéu hon bai viét caa hai nha van thudc 16p tién
phong kia nhiéu.

O chuong nho Cd Nuéng Trui, Tran Van viét vé tha in ca nuong 6 ngoai dong, tha
an ca nuong O trong nha, ¢ tiém an. Tur cach nudng ca bang rom, nudng ca bang
boc mot 16p bun, cach nuéng ca gan ngon lira dudi chiéu gi6...anh sang cach hap
c4 bang hoi nudc nong, cach lude ca chin trong hém rugu. Anh da in cd nudng &
qué nha, anh con an ca nuéng & Sai Gon tai cac quan nhau Bay Ho, Tam Lo, Khu
Bui Vién, Cau Ong Lanh, quan Cay Dira Khanh Hoi, quan Pong Qué ¢ Phu Lam,
quan nhau ¢ Bién Hoa va ven song Pong Nai, quan Vinh Ky ¢ Can Tho...

Tai qué nha, anh chdm c4 nudng trui cudn rau trong nuwdc mam me dam 6t. O cac
quan an tai Sai Gon, Bién Hoa, Can Tho, anh an ca nudéng trui cudn rau song, banh
trang va cham mam ném dam thom (dua)...

Qua mén Cd Nudng Trui, Tran Vian ndo phai chi in moén doc ddo ctia qué huong
anh, ma anh con mudn hudng lai, qua hoi trc, cai phong vi cd huong trong qua khi,
va goi lai nhiing ky niém than thuong, nhiing chang doi tho mong quy bau cua
minh trong 1ong dat nuéc mén yéu. Cho nén doc gia khong lay 1am la khi dinh cu &
Sacramento (Bac California), anh cing ban bé t6 chtc dn nhau véi mon ca nudng
trui, goi ca trach tron sau dau, rua rang mudi vi & cai thi tran do, cac tay sanh an co
thé mua rua, ca trach 1au, sau dau (14 non va bong) khong may kho khan. Xin doc
cac trang 70, 73 trong chwong Cd Trach Lau va Géi Sau Pau.



Trdn chién vira mé man da bat ddau gay can, mon nao ciing ngon, ciing hap dan vi
chinh bom nhdu lam, ché bién thi ngon phdi biét. Tiru nhdp tdm nhw hé nhdp lam,
ruwou vao thi 10i ra, nhung nhitng 101 trong tiéc nhdu hém dé chi goi nhdc lai ky
niém qué hwong ¢ Rach Gid, Kién Phong, Ca Mau, Chdu Poc... thit la tir hdi giai
huynh dé, anh em gdp trén dat khdch véi nhu’ng mon an doc dao que huwong. Tinh
nao néi cho hét, cuéc vui ron rd. Sau do la man ca c6 nhitng ban vin, vong cé ngot
ngao ciing ciia qué hwong mién Tdy nita.

Anh em gap nhau trong tinh ban, say trong tinh nguoi. Chung toi thdt hanh phuc
dwoc an nhitng mon dac san cua qué hwong do chinh tay nguwoi ban xur thuc hién,
ché bién. Cuéc chién kéo dai tdi khuya. Du vi cua cua buéi nhdu hém dy van con
ghi trong tam thire Ngoc, mét con nguoi luén hwdng vé qué hwong va luén ti hao
gbc nha qué ciia minh.

Nho gbe nha qué ma anh viét duge mot kiét tac ddm da tinh nudc, tinh ngudi day,
tac gia a. Pé gap duoc nguoi mién Ty dat nuéc Nam Ky dé an nhimg moén dic san
ctia cac dia danh mién ay néi chung, ctia x6m Ba Bai noi riéng, van 1a mot truong
hop hiém quy vi tac gia va bang hitu méi c6 dip chia xé ky niém véi nhau trong
vung dat phu sa séng Hau.

Con c4 trach kia dugc dan Vinh Long chung toi goi 1a ca chach. Chung t6i chi biét
kho né voi nghé rdi rac 1a gung hay 1a ngh¢ xat nhuyén ma thoéi. Cam on anh Tran
Vin da dai ham thu doc gia kiéu bao néi chung, dan goc Vinh Long noi riéng mon
g0i ca trach 1au, nudng tron voi bong va 14 non cua cy sau dau.

O chuong nho Canh Chua Cd Lén, tac gia con ndi téi kho ca lan phong, ca lan kho
mam, c4 1an khé to, ca 1an hép. Ngoai ra, anh con nhéic nhé t6i bong dién dién va
dua mang dé ndu canh chua. O Sai Gon va vung Tién Giang va & miét cau Bang
Ky, cau Binh Loi (ving phu can Sai Gon) thi dan ching goi 1a ca ling, thay vi goi
13 c4 lan. Ho nau canh chua v&i 14 dang, voi bong so diia chd khéng chi nau voi
ming chua hay voi bong dién dién.

Lai nira, tac gia quén hay khong biét kho ca lan phong cling nhu kho ca stru ¢6 thé
nau canh chua véi bap chubi xat nhuyén, ngudi Tién Giang goi 1a canh xiém lo.

Riéng moén thit chudt & chuwong nho Thit Chudt Pong thi & vai dia danh thon da cia
tinh Vinh Long chung t61 nhu Cai Ngang, Giap Nudc thudc quan Tam Binh, cu
dan ciing c6 1am nhimg moén an giéng nhu ¢ noi sinh quan cta tac gia nhu mon
chudt rd ti, mon chudt xao 14 cach xtc banh trang. Ngoai ra, ho khong biét 1am céc



mon thit chudt khac, thua xa dan x6m Ba Bai von 1a dan sanh an va thién nghé lam
mon nhau:

Xir Ba Bai qué cua Ngoc, ngu"o‘*i ta con xdo thit chudt véi rau ngéd, mét loai rau
moc hoang, vi nhan, hoi ddng ma nguoi ddn thanh thi thwong thich an voi lau lron
hay lwon um. Rau ngé ciing la vi thuéc nam nita, hinh nhiw tri binh mdt ngii va bo
duong.

Ngoai cdc mon an chinh nhw nudng, ro ti, con mon chugt dp chao, xao la dang,
rau ngo I cdch, ndu hi tiu. Nguoi ta con lam mam lam khé, mudi sa ot...Mon
muéi sa 6t, ngueoi tho cdy rdt thich, vi an com rdt bat ciing nhw an com véi khé
nuong vdy. (trang 91)

Riéng but gia quyén but khao Tap Diém Ngung Huy nay thi chi an chudt ro ti voi
com nep, an chudt xao la cach xtc banh trang nuéng, ma phai la loai banh trang
nude cot dira c6 ric mé den mdi béo. Co 1& chudt dong ving Tién Giang it hon
chudt déng viung Hau Giang ching? Boi thé, dan Ba Bai mdi bién ché nhiéu moén
an doc dao. Lai nita dan Ba Bai con biét dung nhiéu tht rau dn véi thit chudt ngoai
viéc xao thit chudt voi 1a cach va 1a 16t. That ra 1a cach va 1a 16t co mui vi kha
glong nhau, nhung mui 14 10t thom hac hon. Hai tht 14 ndy déu dung cuén véi thit
bo réi dem nudng. Rau ngd moc & mé nude ciia ao rach, nuong, ving trong dong
ndi vao mua nudc. Hién nay, & hai ngoai c¢6 ban rau ngd tran dia tai cac tiém thuc
pham A Chau. N6 dung dé ric 1én bat cir ndi canh chua hay canh khoai nao ciing
nhu ngd gai hay rau tan day 4.

. Trong liic ba ndi tro lo chién chudt va lam nwde mdam thi 6ng chong di cdt rau,
ddc biét la rau rdp cd thém mét chit rau ram, rau hing hodc ld qué, rau tan. Dia
rau song con kém thém duwa leo hodc chudi chat, khé, khém hay ca dao 1én hét.
(trang 88)

Chuong nho Tiéng Goi cua Than Ty 1a chuwong b tac cho chuong nhéd Thit Chudt
Dong, ke lai giai thoai v€ phu nhan cta Trung Tudéng DPang Van Quang.

S6 1a khi di uy lao va ting qua cho cac gia dinh binh si & Chi Khu Thuan Trung
(thudc tinh Phong Dinh), ba chang doai hoai cac trAn cam giai nhyuc nao khac ma
lai doi an thit chudt. Von xuét than tir mot gia dinh binh dan noi thon da, ba da
tung mé an thit chudt. Nhung, khi duoc séng trong nhung lua, da ting dugc an biét
bao nhiéu mén cao luong my vi, nhung ba van thém thit chudt, ma khong c6 dip
an. Pén Chi Khu Thuén Trung, ba doi an thit chudt va dugc dai mon thit chuot.



Nhu thé, c6 phai ba an thit chudt sudng tron théi dau, ma qua mon thit chudt, ba
tim lai ky niém than thuong va gidc mong ngay xanh ctia minh. Noi kiéu cach hon:
ba mudn an cai qua khr tuy dam bac nhung da udp thdm huong vi thoi tran hoi
thud con gai cua doi minh.

O chuwong nhé Mam Va Rau, tac gia nhin manh tiéng Va khong phai la lién tur ma
1a dong tur. Va ¢ day c6 nghia la lua vao miéng. Ngoai ra, Tran Van co dé cap toi
1Au mam. Mam kho bang soong nhom hay bang o dat (mot thir ndi dat vOo méng) la
mon phd thong, con moén 1du mim thi hoi dic biét vino co thé gitr mam kho duogc
néng lién tuc cho tdi tan bita dn. LAm moén mim va rau, phai dung mam ca sic dé
kho lay nudc cung kho voi ca bong lau (hodc ca 16¢), thit ba roi, ca tim, sa, 6t. Tac
gia ké mon rau cling kha day da nhu rau hung, rip ca (thudng duoc goi 1a rau dip
ca), tia t0, kinh gioi, hung qué, dot chiét, 1a nganh nganh, bong sung, rau dira, bong
dién dién. Nguoi Tién Giang chung toi con dung thtr he nudc, loai co dai ca sy tay
moc dudi day ao, day dia. Ngoai ra, nguoi ta con dung rau mac moc ¢ meé nudc
(khong phai loai rau mac tr6i lénh dénh trén mat nudc nhu loai luc binh). Ngoai ra,
rau sam chua chua, dot gung, dot riéng, 14 man non, rau ma, rau drfmg bién, rau
dang dat, rau can ta, rau nhut ciing dung dé an véi mam kho hay mam chung rat
hop di€u. Tuy tac gia, quén moén mim néu v0i luon (luon tuoi hay luon nudng chin
vang). Nhung san dip nay, anh noi toi mam 16c cat khac chung véi thit bam, moén
mam léc bam nhuyén chung voi thit bam va trimg vit. Nhung, anh lai quén mon
pho thong nhat 1a mén mam rudc kho sa Gt va thit ba roi dé an véi rau song, dua
leo, khé va chudi chat.

Mo6n mam va rau hoi hop vai mén thuy san ¢ song rach va vai loai rau dua & ray
vuon; no1 van hoa ki€u cach mgt chiut do 1a mon an héi du ray vuon song rach.

Mon ¢4 ho & chuong nhé Mon Ca Ho, Mon An Nhé Do, tuy l1a cad nudc ngot,
nhung khong phai ¢ cac dia danh vung nudc ngot nao ciing c¢6. Theo tac gia, day
cling 1a dic san ving Chau Péc, xuat xu tir Bién HO (Cao Mién) vao mua nudc 16n
xudi dong xudéng Chau Pbc. Tai day, loai ca nho ¢ tir 5 ky dén 10 ky 16 troi dén
quan Tan Chau, té qua Hau Giang dén quan An Ph(;, Chau Phd. Ciing tir quin T4n
Chau, c4 theo dong nudc chdy siét qua xa Phu Lam, Long Thuén, dén Hoa Hao va
chay 1én cac xa Binh Thanh Pong, Chau Giang, Vinh Hau. Khi té qua Hau Giang,
c4 ho loai 16m ¢& 50 ky, 70 ky, c6 khi c4 16n suyt soat 200 ky & ving tir Cai Dau va
phia cubi xd Binh Thanh Pong chay dén Cho Mdi, Cu lao Ong Chudng (thudc tinh
An Giang).



V&1 mon ca ho, tac gia dai doc gla kiéu bao moén nau man (tirc canh nau ngot) hodc
mon canh chua ¢ phan gan cai miéng ho ctia ca vi phan ndy c6 nhiéu syn don. Con
thit ca ho thi dugc dung lam mon ta pin lu, mén xao véi khém (daa).

Qua cac mén an da viét nhu trén ddy, tic gia chang nhitng mé ta ti mi, ma con moi
moc tir hang ciing ngd hém cua ky (rc minh nhitng chi tiét tuy vt vinh ma thap
phan tha vi. Doc gia c6 cam tudng 1a khi dit bat 1én trang ban thao hoidc ngdi trude
may computeur thi chi tiét cta tirng van sy cr nudm nuop kéo vé tac gia.

Ctr theo truyén thong do, theo théi quen d6, Tran Vin viét cac chuong ké tiép,
khong boé qua mot chi tiét nao.

Duéi ngoi but 1ém linh, linh hoat nhung khong sa da qua tron ctia anh, moi chi tiét
du rudom ra nhung van dam da vé quyén ru kho ta. Trong chuong Viét vé ca ho, anh
noi qua ca noc mit rang ben ua can vao ha bo mAy anh chang trai tam song khong
c6 mic quan 16t. Chi tiét d6 trd nén mot giai thoai cudi ra nudc mat.

Sau hét, van dé can dit ra: tic gia co thé thuyét phuc doc gia trong cong viée viét
lach ctia anh. Ho c6 thé chia sé cai ngon ctia miéng an do anh dién ta, co thé, qua
phut hoi tuong, cong huong vo1 anh nhiing mon an trong di vang ay. Cai tai hai
nhat cho nha van 1a khi viét vé nguoi dep, canh tho mong, miéng an ngon ma dgc
gia khong tim gap, khong cam nhan nhiing diéu qiy bau do tac gia viét ra. May
thay, Tran Vin khong ¢ trong trudong hop bi dat do.

O chuong nho Ve Sau - Pudng Cha La, tac gia ké thi an 4u trung cta loai ve va
cua loai sau (ndm na la con nhong) trong dot cay cha la. Theo tac gia thi:

Muén di bdt ve non la mét sy tranh thi thoi gian, phdi ding liic méi bdt dwoc
nhiéu ve non. Nhitng ddm muwa dau mua khéng don ddp, cdch nam ba ngdy méi cé
mét con muea, trieng ve sau lan leot né, nguwoi ta ¢é di thi gio di bat, nhung ciing
bdt dwoc t6i da chirng bén dot mwa nhw vdy. Thong dén con mua thit ba, gan nhiw
trieng ve sau né hét va mia lieom ve non ciing cham ditt... Ddan nhdu danh hen lai
ndam sau nhdu tiép mia ve rang ndy. (trang 134 - 136)

Vi tac gia, ve non chi ¢c6 mén rang trong chao md nong (néu goi ding nghia thi
do 1a chién). Tac gia khong quén dé nghi véi chung ta rang nhau ve rang phai chon
ruou kha dic tién nhu V.S.0.P hoic X.O, hay cung 1dm 1a rugu dé dau nanh hay
ruou dé nép than.



Ciing thé, con duong dua hay con dudng cha la la cling chi lam mon chién nhu ve
non. Theo but gia biét, con dudng hiém quy hon. O nhitng noi xa dat trong dtra thi
chi c6 dan nhau thudc hang dién chi hay dan giau sy ¢ tinh thanh moi sam noi
moén an choi doc dao nay. Tac gia cho ching ta blet con dudng cing chi lam mén
chién voi bo Bretel. Nhung but gia con biét thém rang & nhiéu noi, ba ndi tro uva
1am moén dudng tAm bot chién gion.

Vé dudng dira va dudng cha 13, tac gia phong but kha 1y thi nhu sau:

Puéng dira & dau co trong dira la noi d6 biét an dudng. Nhimg con siu kho¢t vo cu
hu diura lam cho cay dira can cdi, chét 1an mon... Ngudi ta dén cay dira 4 ay di va
nhitng con dudng song trong d6 cting khong thoat khoi nhimg ngudi trong dira
dung 1am mén nhau khoai khau. Con mén dudng cha 13, mot loai cay nhu ciy dira
nude, moc & ven kinh, song rach cta nhitng ving nude lo, hoic ving man thap.
Nhitng con sau nhé chui ric vao than cay cha 1a, sinh s61 trong moi truong do, nod
cling chi la nhitng con nhong, nhitng con sau non chua du 16ng canh bay ra ngoai.

Muén an duéng cha 14, nguoi ta phdi chdt cdy cha la, réc bo hét ld bé thanh tieng
b6 mang vé nha dé nguyén vay, ban cho thién ha. Ai mua dem vé sé ché ra bdt timg
con dubng trong than cdy cha la. Mot cach "bat dudng” cha la khdc, nguoi ta ban
duéng dang ngo ngoe vira méi ché cdy cha la ra, dé dan nhdu dem vé lam mén
nhdu lién. (trang 138)

O chuong nhod Nwde Thét Lot va Thit Doi, but gia quyén but khao Tdp Diém
Ngung Huy nay duoc huéng ham thy moén an thic udng nay minh bach va khuc
chiét hon. Thét 16t dugce dan vung Tién Giang goi 1a thdt ndt dé phan biét véi 1a 16t
dung dé cudn thit bo rdi dem nudng thay cho 14 cach. Hoi trude ndm 1945, duong
thdt 16t ban tran ngap cho tinh 1an cho qué. Puong 4y gdm nhiing tan tron tron, 16n
c& miéng bat dung banh trdéi nudce va duge goi bang 14 thét 16t phoi kho. Ctr 12 tan
duong duoc goéi nhu thé thi dugc goi 1a mot xac dudng thét 16t. Ngoai ra duong
thot 16t sén sét dung trong hil to bang dat sét nung dugc goi 1a duong hil. Nguoi
Khach Tra (Tau) dung duong nay lam banh ngot ré tién (ddan Chdu Poc thuong
ding dwong thot 16t hii dé "chao” mam nén mam lam & Chdu Poc c6é mui vi khdc,
thom ngon hon mam lam & nhitng ché khdc khéng chao bang dwong thot 16f).
Puong thét 16t ¢6 vi ngot chua trai voi duong mia. Nguoi ta con ding dudng thot
16t tron véi voi va nhya cdy 6 dude dé xdy mo ma, chac hon bé tong cot sat. Nhung
t6i khong ngd nudc thét 16t ngon khong thua kém nude mia. Nhung, nudc mia
ubng ngon khi duoc udp lanh, con nude thét 16t thi ngon khi duge gitt nong.



Nude thét 16t thiong dung trong nhing o ong tre dai trén dwdi bon tac, I6n c6, nho
co dé ban véi gid khdac nhau. MGi éng tre I6n ciing dung vai lit mede. Trén miéng
ong cé x6 ddy dé mang trén dau don gdanh.

Sang som, tir s6c, phum (xa, ap) cua ngu’o’l Mién, nhitng nguoi ban nuwde thot ot
gong ganh nang triu vai, moi dau ganh c6 dén muwoi, muoi lam lit nwde thot lot
néng hoi con boc khéi, ho héi ha di sang lang mac Viét Nam bén.

Hurong vi nude thot 16t ngot lim, dam da, thoang thodng mii khéi. Trudce khi dem
di bdn, niede thot 1ot dwoe xong khéi dun néng 1én, gtk dwege dé am cang lau cang
16t dé ban hon, nuéc thot 16t ¢é mui vi khé quén. Trong nwde thot 16t hinh nhuw ¢é
chdt ga gan giong ga nuwde xd xi. Nhitng ngum nude thot 16t lam kich thich vi gidc,
lwoi bi lan tan. (trang 143)

Chd nao c6 cay thdt 16t 1a co nguoi Mién cu ngy, it nhit 90 phan trim, nhu & quén
Tri Ton, Tinh Bién (tinh Chau Doc) nhung ¢ nhing tinh Séc Trang, Tra Vinh, tuy
c6 ngudi Mién déng dao, nhung dat khong thich hop véi cay trong nay.

Céy thot 16t 1a noi cu tra clia loai doi, nén san dip viét luén vé cai thi an thit doi
trong cung mot chuwong ndy. Tai xd Vinh Té, gan nti Sam, Ngoc (tirc 13 tac gia)
thuong dugc thay doi bay trong bong chiéu ta:

M0i buéi chiéu, troi vira tat ndng, hang chuc ngan doi tir trong hang (dd) bay tia
ra c6 khi t&i cd gio: méi cham dirt, lam ca mdt ving troi bi mot man den che khudt
Vv6i nhitng tiéng kéu chit chit hoa ciing véi tiéng ddp cia doi canh tao thanh mét
am thanh la ky kho quén. (trangl51)

Thit doi niu chdu dau xanh an bd duong. Huyét doi pha ruogu tri binh ho lao. That
ra, & ving Tién Giang, du khong c6 hang doi trong nui, nhung doi van c6 mot thoi
ban ¢ Nga Nam Binh Hoa ma nha van Binh Nguyén Ldc cling c6 noi toi trong tap
truyén Mua Thu Nhd Tam, nhung & tip truyén ngan nao thi bat gia quén mat.

Hai chuong nhé Ran H6 Xé Phay va Rua Rang Mubi ciing nhu cac chuong néi vé
thit doi, thit chudt, ve non chi thuyet phuc bom nhau va nhimg nguoi dam an mon
la nhu Vi Bang. Nhung, kho quyén ru thi dan vén quen voi cac mén thit phd
thong. Va lai, bén canh mén thit ran con ling vang bong Than Chét vi ran 14 loi co
noc ddc, giét ngudi nhu choi. O day, tac gia huong dan cach bat rén bang cach dao
hang hay bang cach dat lop tuc la dung bay c6 tha chudt lam moi. Theo Tran Vin
thi ran an dugc gdm co ran hd dat, ran ri voi, rin ri c4, rin nudc, ran bong sing
ludn ca ran mdi nita. Ciing theo tac gia, thi:



. nhung, chi c6 rdn ri voi la loai rdn bcfm xuc banh trang ngon nhdt. Rdn ri voi
thlt mém c¢é nhiéu nac, xwong cung mem khong glong nhw ran ri cd. Vi vay, cdc
quan nhdu thu’ong ban hai mén rdn la rdan hé dat va rdn ri voi. Ran ri voi co lam
doc nhut mon bam nhuyen xao, xuc banh trang mfo’ng vang. Con rdn hé dat, mén
an déc chiéu la ran hé xé phay véi chdo dau xanh ca dn rdt mat, ngon hét y. (trang
156)

Mon rua rang muoi lam cho tac giad nhé lai cai thoi anh gitt chire vu ST quan Thong
Tin Bao Chi ctia Quan Poan IV, & Can Tho. Noi ay, anh dugc tiép xUc voi cac
nhan vién cua nganh truyén thong nhu sau:

. Nhém phéng vién phe ta nao la Viét Nam Théng Tan Xa, dai Phdat Thanh Quoc
Gia (Sai Gon), dai Phdt Thanh Qudn Péi, nhdt bdo Tién Tuyén, dai Truyén Hinh
Sai Gon, dai Truyén Hinh Quan Doi, dai dién phong Bao Chi cua Cyc Tdm Ly
Chién lo viét bai cho hai to- Chién St Céng Hoa va to Tzen Phong, chuyen vién dién
anh, nhzep anh vién quan doi. Vé phia bdo chi ngoai quéc c6 nhiéu ky gid ciia cdc
hang truyen hinh, thong tan, bdo chi: CBS, ABC, NBC, AFP. AP. UPI, Kyodo,
Reuters, Newsweek, Time..., phong vién quoc té nao sém dén phong bdo chi My
song hanh véi phong bdo chi Viét Nam ciia Quan Podan IV phy trach (Ban C6 Van
Béao Chi Quan Poan IV) (trang 163)

Vay 1a ¢6 man dai an cho cac nhan vién truyén thong tai quan Vinh Ky ¢ Can Tho
do 6ng ST quan Thong Tin Bao Chi cua Quan Poan IV huong dan. Quan nay co
ban cac mén nhau noi tiéng nhu: luon um rau ngd, ran ri voi bam nhuyén xtic banh
trang, riia rang muoi...

Ngoai mon rua rang mudi, ria c6 thé dung 1am cac mén an khéc, ap chao, x¢ phay,
chung thudc Béc... Chung ta hiy theo ddi cong viéc 1am ria rang mudi:

Rua rang mudi phdi diing néi dat vi dung noz nhom hay gan, thau khong dung cach
c6 thé gay ngo doc vi trudc nhdt chdat muéi man sé lam hu, hing cdi noi va co thé
chdt mudi sé ra teng khi tiép xiic véi kim loai dang c6 nwéc ria tiét ra & nhiét dg
cao.

O day, néi dat dé mét 16p muédi hét, khéng ding muéi bot vi dé néng va né it hon
muoi hot nén nguoi ta khong biét lic ndo rua sé thdt chin. Day noi that kin, du da
trung nuoc soi lam long, rua chi bi phéng & ngodi da chua chét, cé thé chui ra
khoi noz day kin con giit dwoc do nong khong thoat ra ngoal riua mau chin hon.
Poi mudi trong néi né hét, ran thém mét vai phiit chdc chdan ria chin méi nhdc noi



xuong. Pem con rua ra khoi noi, dé trén mot cai dia lon, mot tay dung cai khan gite
chat, mot tay cam con dao nho sac va cung tach cdi yém rua ra truoc...

.. Dung dao chia ra tung phan cho méi ngueoi. Mot con riia thuong xé ra bon phan
la dep nhdt, moi nguoi mot cdi dui, long, trimg rua cing dwoc chia déu. Con cdi
mat rua lam sang mat dwoc dac biét danh cho nguoi chu xi nuot trong nguyén cai
mat va lam mot ngum ruou kha mot cadi that da... (cac trang 170, 171)

Budc sang qua chuong ba ttc 13 chuong Nudi va Bdt Cd, Chim, gdm cac chuong
nho nhu Cd Nude Ngot, Bam Cd Béng, Thang Bé Ngoi Tum, Cau Cd He, Cau Cd
Ré6 Bing Trimng Kién Vang, Cau Ré, Bat Ca Chét, Giang Cdau Troi, Pdp Chim,
Vion Chim.

Chuong nho Ca Nudc Ngot noi vé cach nuéi ca & Chau Pdc, van dé cho ca tir
Chau Pbc dén bén ca My Tho, cho Tran Qudc Toan, chg Cau Ong Lanh & Sai Gon.
Nhung tac gia quén phéan loai c4 den va ca trang thudc vé ca nudc ngot. Ca den
nhu ca 1éc, ca bong, ca rd, ca tré ¢ nhitng noi nude khong chay siét nhu ao, bau,
lung, viing trong cac khanh rudng loang nudc... Con ca trang nhu ca uc, ca bong
lau, ca duéng, ca chai, ca m¢ vinh, ca néc mit, ludn cac loai ca nho nhu ca linh, ca
roi, ca long tong, ca son... thuong 6 ngoai séng rach c6 dong nudce chay manh. Tuy
nhién, nghé nuoi ca bang bé duoc tac gia viét that 1y thi. Nghé nay, c6 1an chiéu
trén dai truyén hinh France 3 cta Phap, trong chuong trinh Thalassa ma but gia c6
lan duoc xem qua.

Con nhitng bé cd nguoi ta thuong dung nhu mot cdi hop to hinh chi nhut, chiéu
sau chung ba thudc. Go dung trong viéc lam bé la loqi g6 chiu dwoc nuoc, lau
muc, g6 sao tot nhitt. Khi nghé nudi cd phat trién tir thdp nién 60 tré vé sau ndy, g6
sao khan hiém va dat tién.

Trén moi cdi bé thwong nhw la mot cai nha be de cho mgt gia dinh o, vira giit gin
vira chdam séc cd. Muon cho bé khong bi chim xuéng nuedc, nguoi ta dung thung
phuy logi 16m nhédn chim xuong nuée, nang bé lén. Bé dwoc neo can thdn, nao ddy
bugc trén bo, dong sao, tru bugc day that chdc dé phong giéng bdo hodc nudc
chdy siét x6 day be troi di. Hon nita, ché neo bé phdi c6 muwc nude Iy twong, dii
sau. Nhiing tam van bang goé cdy sao, ngueoi ta dong ghép lai, nhung chiva khe ho
nhé mién sao cd khéng chui qua lot, ra ngodi. Nudc séng ra vé tw nhién, nho thé
ma cd mau I6n khi nguoi ta nudi cd voi thire an day di.  (trang 175)

Chuong nhé Ruot Ca Leo dugc khai thac thém van su bt du loai ca khac béng "cai
tau" dac bi€t cung nhitng cau chuyén vé ca trén, ca két. Thé c6 nghia 1a tac gia qua



tham lam chi tiét do dong tu tuéng diu dit cho nén len 1én di ra ngoai dé tai chanh
hoéi ndo khong hay. Nhung, bén canh khuyét diém 4y, anh lam phong phu kién thirc
doc gia hon, dé ho hiéu thém mién Nam hon, n6i chung va dé hiéu thém cudc muu
sinh ctia dan qué mién nam hon, noi riéng. V& cach bat ca leo, tic gia trinh bay nhu
sau:

Muén bdt dwoc cd leo nguoi ta chon ving nude va khéng réng lam, néu rong qud
ca leo chay tir tung kho chan bdt dwge. ruot Cd Leo di tirng nhém hai, ba ngueoi la
Iy twong nhut, moi nguoi dwng mot phia cach nhau do muoi, muoi lam mét. Ca leo
chay ruot nhau tirng dang nay réi ching déi hwdng khéac. Gan ai nhirt thi nguoi dé
ra tay thdt nhanh moi chup nom dwoc co, cau. Co khi duoc ca hai co cau chung
tinh cho dén chét; doi khi chi ném dwoc mot cé hay mot cdu, co, cdu con lai teo
bugi chay chét bé xuong kinh rach. Téi nghiép, dm dwong chia cdt, hai ngd chia ly.
Ngueoi ta phai ra tay dung lic khi ¢6 cdu dang quan quai, suong tuyét voi, ngad
nghieng, phoi bung trang todt. Cé cdu phdi thiic thi khéng tdi ndo né tranh dwoc.
thoi gian mudi réu ndy chi trong nhdp nhdy. Hanh phiic chéng tan, cdi chét dén
lién... (Trang 180)

Poan nay dung lam cau chuyén khoi hai trong tiéc nhau thi rat di dom, nhung khi
thuat trudec mat mot Phat tir thi lai lam cho duong su x6n xang but rut.

Hai chuong nhé Pam C4 bong va Thang Bé Ngoi Tum. Khi nhan xét, but gia co
thé nhap lai lam mot doan vi day 1a cing chung van su thang bé Ngoc (ttc tac gia
thud tudi tho 4u) ngdi tum cét dé bat ca bong bang cach dung chia ddm xuyén qua
c4. Nhung ma noi cho cling, tat ca cach bat ca lai nay hay loai khac déu duoc tac
gia dién ta rdo ré, rach roi, soi sang cai 6¢c muu sinh do tién nhan chung ta truyén
lai cho dan qué.

O dat nude mién Nam dang va sau khi xay ra cudc Nam Tién, dam luu dan con oai
hung chién thang doc trung, ac tha dé pha ring khai kinh rach, bién ring rdm
thanh nhiing thra ruéng mau m& ha hudng chi chuyén bat c4, bat chim ciung bat
rua, éch, ran, luon, chuot déng dé 1am c4c moén dn com va cdc mon nhau.

Céi tum dam ca bong dugc tac gia mo ta nhu sau:

Cdi tum dwge lam moi canh dwéi 2 mét bang tre hodc bang cdy tram. Bon goc tum,
cdy tru chinh dwoc déng sau viing chdc bang cdy tram hodc cdy tre dau vat nhon,
ding chay vo dong xuéng dat. Ngang mdt nuée, tram nhé hodc thanh tre rang
bugc chat bon canh va tha cdy ngang doc cting kha day, trén phi kin co muc hay
6 tréc goc, khdng chira mét khe hé nao. O giita tum, nguoi ta chira mét 6 vudng,



goi la 16 tum, moi canh trén dudi mot gang tay. Trén cao, nguoi ta con cang mot
tam dém cii hay mot chzec chiéu hoac mot tam vdi hay mot thir gi dé che ndng, chii
Y che ky 16 tum. Khi ngoi hodc nam tum, nguoi ta con trum len dau bang mot cdi
mén hay mzeng vai 16m bao trim 16 tum d@é nhin thdy cho ré tan mat dat. Bdt ké loai
thuy toc gi tir tom cua bo sat mat dat hodc ca nhé Ién di vao tum déu dwoc nhin
thdy ré rang. (trang 189)

C4 bong ting dan tranh ning ra vao tum. Nguoi ngdi tum chi can dung chia mii
nhon dam vao ca dé bat. Ngoai ning, d6 1a moi trudng song cua ca bong. Chung wa
tranh ning cho nén con ngudi dung bong mat cai tum dé 1am cam biy bét chung.
Dan Hau Giang tuy chua hiéu loai tranh 4n twong qua trd choi 4nh sing cua
Delacroix: trén burc tranh chd nao c6 anh séng 1a co su séng, 1a co nhitng ké vui
tuoi hanh phuc, chd nao c6 bong mo (la prénombre) hay bong mat la c6 su chét
choc, cam bay, su bat hanh, 1a c6 ke kho luy, ké séng kiép ham hiu. Vay ma, tha
bét c4 bong bang cach ngdi tum dudi ngodi bat linh hoat cua Tran Van cb thé lam
cho ké sanh hoi hoa lién tuéng vé trd choi anh sang (le jeu de lumiére) vay.

But gia ciing xin nhap bén chuong nhé Cdu Cd He, Cdu Ca R6 Bang Trimg Kién
Vang, Cau Ré, Bit Ca Chét vao mot doan trinh bay. Cau ca he bang cach ding hot
gon dé 1am moi nhir c4 hay cau ca ro bang trimg cua loai kién vang, hodc cau ré dé
bat ca 16c va ca bong, ding ca nudng 1am moi dé nhtr bat ca chét v.v... tat ca déu
noi 1€n nhitng kinh nghiém séng dong cua dan qué trong viéc muu sinh dic biét chi
& ving song Tién va ving song Hau trén dai dat Nam Ky moi c6. Dan ching & cac
thanh phé Nam Ky chua chic da biét nhiing tha do.

Nguoi Viét ¢ hai ngai gan cudi thé ky 20, ngd dau duoc £ap lai nhirng cach bét ca
kia trén nhimg vung cao thom Chuyén Bong Qué cua Tran Van. O day, but gia chi
trich nhiing dong xuong song vé cach bat ca, chtr khong sao trich hét nhitng gi ma
tac gia viét ra. Phan ngoai nhiing cau xuong song 1a nhitng cau miéu ta hay nhiing
cau tuong thuat ti mi nhu nhiing nét cham khic ctia ngudi tho kim hoan trong mén
trang strc, lam phong phu kién thire doc gia mot cach gian di dé thuong. Song song
cach bt c4, tac gia viét thém cac mon an lam bang cac thtr ca bat duoc 4y. Cé bong
dung lam mon ta-pin-lu, nhiing giam ngon nhat. C4 he chién tuoi dim nudc mam
6t chanh tuyét nhat. C4 ro kho t6 an suéng miéng nhat. Mam cé chdt va ca chot
kho tiéu 1a hai mon an ninh not vi gidc va khuru gidc cua dan sanh an nhat. Nhung,
du d6 1a mén an dac biét hay d6 14 moén an phd thong, nhung moi moén van la
nhimg mon an truyén théng rat hop khau vi cia ngudi dan Nam Ky & hai mién
Tién Giang va Hau Giang.

Cau Ca he nhu sau:



Chong xuong vao nhitng khu vue c6 lud hodc co rdm, nguoi tho' cau vet (vach) ra
mot 16 tron bang miéng cdi thing nhé, rdi xuong mét nam hot gon. Nho hot gon
ngdam nuwéc trude (nguoi ta ngdm hét gon vao mét chdu nhiéu nwée cd mot dém),
nén khéng bi gié day dwa tréi ra ngodi xa. Sau dé danh ddu tdt ca 16 tron c6 rdi
hot gon ba°ng cach lam mot cdi no voi nhitng ngon lua, hodac ngon co cao cot dinh
lai dé nhdn biét tir xa. M6i ngay ra tham ché danh ddu, noi ndo hét hot gon thi rdi
thém hot gon khac. Chi co ca he la thich an hot bong gon. Noi nao hot béng gon
con nguyén, chirmg t6 noi dé khéng cé cd he, ché dé bo, khong tiép tuc tha moi nhir
cd he nita... (trang 203)

Cau ca r6 ¢ cac goc cdy ca na, mdt loai cay tram thuy c6 ré chang chit, d6 1a noi tra
ngu va sinh san cua loai ca ro.

Vao mua nudc giut, ca ro da kha 16n, day chinh 1a thot diém 1y tuong dé cau ca ro.

Cdy ca na ciing la noi ¢é nhiéu kién vang, cd ré thich dn trimg kién vang hon bat
cir logi cd khdc. Bon tré nhé méi dira tim léy mot é kién vang dé lam moi. mot dira
rung ldc vai canh cdy ca na dé bui bim, kién vang roi xuéng, thu hit cd ré rdp lai
dép moi. Tiéng lup bup ciia cd ré dn méi thit vui tai, thich thi. Méi dira mang mot
cdi gio hay cdi thung thiéc dé dung ca. Giwt mét chdp lién lién moi tay, bon tré hdi
trai ca na an va dua gion nhw la nghi giai lao...  (trang 210)

Cach cau ré phung phi nhiéu sirc, nhung lai khéng duoc nhiéu ca. Tuy nhién, d6 1a
ngh¢ thuat cau dugc dién ta bang nhitng dong tac nhip nhang duyén dang. nguoi
thg cau ré tim dugc cam giac manh (theo 101 tac gid).

...Ngwoi tho cau dimg chang hdng hodc cach ditng nao dé dé moéi chan, dé dé (can
cau) la cdi chang hai ddt 1én bdp vé vira van. Ludi cdu thuong ding mét lwdi, c¢é
nguoi ding hai hay ba lwdi két thanh chiim. Méi la mdt con nhdi bén (mén, nho),
lot sdu vé khdi nganh (lwéi cdu), ngudi ta (the cdu) con dimg mét doan cé 6ng nhé
moc vao miii lwdi cau nham muc dich khi ré, luéi cdu khéng bi dinh, vieong mdc
vdo c6 hay cdy nghé, luc binh, sdy ldc c¢6 nhiéu ¢ nhitng noi cdu ré.

Nguoi ta quang ludi cau thdt xa, nguoi khoe moi quang xa dwoc, thuong quang
sang bén trdi vi tay phai dung vao viéc ndy (quang lwdi cau). Tay trai nam chat
can cdu vao hiedng trdi dé tiép sitc cho soi nho cdu dwoc cang toi da. Tir diém xudt
phat do, nguoi ta ré ludi cau tu tir va diéu khlen thé nao cho luéi cdu roi vao 16 ¢6
16 tréng hodc cé thwa dé cd cé thé tdp moi dwoc. Mt (nguoi thy cau) nhin cham
chii quan sdt s di chuyén ciia ludi cdu, hai tay ciing nhip nhang ré can cdu di tiv



trai sang phai roi di tir phai sang trai, miéng thi lam thanh tiéng bap bap du cd,
(nhu, nhdi tiéng cd tap moi). (cac trang 222, 223)

Xt Bac Liéu (song rach & Bac Liéu) c6 nhiéu ca chdt. Qua cau phong dao bat hu
sau day, chung ta biét rd dac di€m cua lanh tho tinh nay:

Bac Liéu nuoc chay lo do
Duoi song ca chot, trén bo Tiéu (Triéu) Chdu

Bit ca chét bang cach nam rau ting con 1a phuong phap théng dung nhat. Tac gia
con bay cho chiing ta mot cach bat ca chot khac:

.. Khoét mot cai hé & vén bo song, bo rach, dai ching tam tic, miéng rong chimg
bon tc, phan con lai rong hon c6 hinh gan nhw tron. Cdi hé nay dao dé nudc lom,
thity triéu 1én, ngdp chirng bon nam tdc...

Nguoi ta dung dau, ruot cd chét vira lam hém truée, dem ndu cé nhiéu nuée dé
lam méi nhir cd vao hé dao san dé xiic bat (cd chot). Miic nuwée moi véi xwong dau
cd chét rd ra dé vao phan réng tron phia trong cai hé nhik ca chét vao an. Viéc nay
(xiic bdt cd chét) ciing thire hién vao budi toi hodc sang som, con lo- mo. Nhin thdy
rau cd chot quo qua quo’ lai trong hé, cd dn moi, cang lic cang nhiéu. Nguwoi ta
ding mot cdi ro thwa, mién sao ca khong lot (ra ngoai) la duorc, dé xiic cd. Diing
ré chdn miéng ho, mot tay giir 16, mot tay cam mot miéng tre dep, ngang ching ba
phan, dai bay, tam tic, khua khudy nuéc ¢ cuoz hé dé ca chay ra mi¢ng hé. trong
lic do, cai ro chan ngang miéng hé dwoc dn nghiéng xuong vé phia ngoai dé cd
chay vé 16, nguoi ta ldy ré 1én nhanh.  (trang 231)

Ba chuong nho Gidng Cdu Troi, Pdp Chim va Vieon Chim c6 thé viét chung vao
mot doan nhan dinh. Hai chuong nhé Gidng Cdu Troi va Pdp Chim van chi 1a cach
bat chim bang cach moc dinh vao ludi cau va cach leo 1én canh cay rinh dap chim
di ngn va lac dém vé rdi dap cho ching bi thuong rét xudng dat.

Ngueoi chon noi ¢é lia, ¢é ca dé giang cau troi. Chim, co lodi chi an cd, tép, co
lodi dan lia, dn cén trimg hay cé non, cdc lodi cii... Va can c¢é nwde dé uong nira.
Thé cau dai mwoi lam, hai chuc mét, nhitng lwoi cau, cach khoang nhau trén dwoi
nam tac dwoc budc chdt vao day cau. Ngu’d’i ta dung ba, bén cdy sdo bang cdy tam
vong gia, dai cang bugc ddy cau va cam chat xuong dat. Chim khi dinh, mdc vdo
luedi cdu cé vimg vay manh, néu cdy sao khéng chdc, ca dwong ddy cdu bi git sdp



xuong thi ké nhw that bai. Vi vay, nguoi ta rat chu y khoang cdach cua moi cdy sao
du strc chiu dung gitr dung dwoc du co nhiéu con chim [6n mdc cdu.

(Giang Cau Troi, trang 235)

...Nguwoi rinh dap chim phai chon lwa nhanh cay nao thudn tién nhut ma trén mat
dat cé nhiéu cirt chim, chdc mém, noi dé chim thwong dau. Ho con phai lya ché ¢6
canh ld che nguy trang, vi chim rdt khon, ching nghe thdy tiéng dong tinh trén cay,
c6 nguoi ngoi & dé thi chiing bay di noi khdc ngay.

Sau khi di dn vé, nhuw thwong 16, chim di c6 cdp, chim trong chim mdi rdt chung
tinh ciing dap xudng canh cdy, con vdp véi, chwa xép cdnh lai, thinh linh ching bi
bi mot cdi dap troi giang vao minh roi tom xuong dcft Thirong bi ddp dau tién la
chim trong, chim mdi chdm chap hon ciing dap. xuong chdm hon trong tich tdc,
chua kip c6 phan umg, cing lanh théem mot cdy tam véng dap manh xuong cing di
tau suot véi chong... (Pap Chim, trang 240)

Poc hai doan vin nay ké san moi va bom nhau chac 1 khoai chi va ngap tran htng
khoi. Nhung, chiac chan s& lam cac phat tir trudng trai va nit minh tinh dién anh
Brigitte Bardo von 1a Hoi truong Hoi Bao Vé Stic Vat va cling di truong trai trén
30 nam qua phai nhan mat. Nhung, tac gia von chu truong theo tinh than Pic Chiia
Troi trong Cyu Udc rang vat dudng nhon ma lai, hudng ho 13 vat cung cép cho
bom nhau nhitng giai nhuc thoi tran [am suwéng mi¢ng cua ho.

Con chuong nho Vuon Chim thi noi vé cach nudi chim trong vuon dé liy phan
chim tai cac dia danh Cha Hoéa (gan vung Nam Can - Ca Mau), Gia Nguya cta vung
U Minh Ha (Ca Mau - U Minh Thugng vung Rach Gia):

Ving U Minh c6 tiéng la mudi kéu nhw sdo théi, rieng duée va cdy coi (tram,
ban...) nhiéu ciing nhir c6 nhiéu dam 1dy, kinh rach, dia bau la noi sinh san muoi
va cdc lodi thity téc, quanh ndm. Mia ndo ciing c6 cd va ciing cé trong lia nita
nén chim troi cdc noi khdc déu bay vé khu ndy lam té, sinh cw. Ban ngay chim bay
di an, ban dém chim vé ché ngu, chii vieon chim giik gin cdn than, khéng cho nguoi
khdc pha phéch, san ban chim. Pu moi thir chim troi, nguoi chii vieon thuong khai
thac ldy phdn chim lam phdn bon, ban dwoc gid cao hon cdc loai phan khdc.
(trang 245 - 246)

Vén liéng kién thrc ctia Tran Van vé miét vuon ¢ ving ‘Tay Nam, Can Nam, Cyc
Nam trén dai dat Nam Ky phong phu tuyét voi, chua chic Son Nam di an dut anh
vé phuong dién nay. Cho nén quyén phuong cao thudc loai but khao Chuyén Pong



Qué chu’ng to tac gia da ting song nhiéu nim & dong qué, chtr khong phai chi 1a du
khach viéng dong qué dé viét thanh sach theo kiéu du ky.

Qua chuong bdn véi cai tya Nhimg Tha Tiéu Khién ¢ Thon D3, Pa Ca Lia thia,
Hbt Me, Panh Dé, tac gia nén danh 0 mot cudn khac va viét thém mot sé tro tiéu
khlen ntra. Hoc gia kiém nha khao co Vuong Hong Sén c6 danh mot cubn riéng
viét vé cac thu tiéu khién ctia dan mién Nam, rat tiéc toi quén mAt cai tya sach. Tuy
nhién, t6i con nhé dén chuong d4 dé, va chuong néi vé cudc thi chim hoang yén
hot...

O quyen Chuyén Pong Qué nay, chuong nho cung tya vi Chuong Bon c6 noi khai
quat dén cac tha tiéu khién nhu hoi ca tai tu trong cac tiéc tung gid chap, thi dua
xe bo, cac thua dua ghe, dua xuong, hat hué tinh, ho d6i dap, da ga, da ca lia thia,
choi bai hot me, dénh de, gac cu. Ngoai ra, con nhiéu tha choi khac ma tic gia
thong qua nhu tha danh ddo an tién, tha udn cay trac hoa long cung tha udn cay
cuc hoa phung na na nhu thu choi cay kiéng, bon-sai. DAy mau sic nhat 1a cac cudc
rudc sic than dé 1am 1& cang dinh voi hoc tro 18 dang dén nhang, budc theo nhip
trbng va nhac bat am...Nhiing cudc tiéu khién d6 di that truyén tir thoi Bé Nhut
Cong Hoa. Con thu hot me va tha da ga bat dau thon mon va mai mot dan khi ngoi
Iira chién tranh giita Phap va Viét Minh bat dau ngiin chay.

Trong chuong nhé cung twa Nhitng Thii Tiéu Khién O Thén Da c6 doan noi vé tha
da ga. O doan nay, tic gia co ta trudng ga, cac loai ga da, cach nudi chung 1am sao
cho tré nén loai ga noi thién chién. Poan nay nén tach roi ra khoi chwong nhé nay
dé xap nhdp qua chuong nho Mot Trdn Da Ga Lich Si tai truong ga cua Ong
Huong Tuan. Xin quy doc gia cung du khan tran dau giita gd xam tro cia ong Sau
Thién thudc x6m Ba Bai va con ga chudi (ga tring) cta 6ng dién chil ngudi Mién &
Goi1 Ta Lap (mot quan cua tinh Takeo - Campuchia):

Con ga xam tro vira xdap la ca vita nhay cao nd ba phat lién vao minh, vao dau va
va c6 con ga chudi chdi véi, nhung né la con ga chiu don gioi va con li lom nita.
NO nhanh nhen xia ddau vdo ndch con ga xém tro tranh s tan cong tlep cua doi
phuong, chiing qudn nhau, ¢6 thi gio nghi ngoi, ldy lai phong dg. Mat mdy chuc
gidy né lwa thé qudp vao dau con ga xam tro nhdy tung lén dd mot phat nhu troi
giang. Nhung, may cho con ga xam tro, vi vuwong vao nach, cdi cwa dai cua con ga
chuéi dam rdach swét mot dwong dai chi lam reém mau, khéng gdy thwong tich
tram trong cho con ga chudi.



C6 1€, con ga xam tro nhw biét nguoi biét ta, con ga tmng nay khong phai thir dé
an (danh bai) nhw nam con ga trudc ddy. Hai con quan nhau, luva thé da. Hét hiép
hai van bdt phan thing bai.

Ong Sau Thién cé vé lo, vi néu trdgn ddu kéo dai e rang con ga xam tro khéng dii
sire chiu dung, né thudc vao loai ldo twéng. Ong phun nwéc ngdi, nuée nghé (cé
pha thém ruwou dé) vao dau, cé, nach va chan cho mat. Ong dung cai khan tham
mot chut nuwoc, banh mo con xam tro cho uong vai giot nuoc. Ong van thi tham voi
no, moi nguoi chung quanh khéng biét 6 ong noi gi. Ong lau lai d6i cya. Sau it phiit
cham séc, con xdm tro coi bg khde ra, ldy lai phong d6 ban dau khi méi xung trdn,

khi thé hon hiép hai.

Mqi vao hiép ba, con ga chuéi tin cong lién, con xdm tro né kip va nhanh nhu
chép, xoay minh mé qudp diing vao cdi dau troc loc cua con ga trang no nhay thdt
cao. moi nguoi nghe mot cdi but, con ga trang lin ding xudng ddt, mdu me d‘ay co,
né co cwa qudy, muon dimg 1én, nhung, khong lam sao dimng lén dwoc. Déi mdt né
nhin trimg tring vao con ga xdam tro nhu trut bao han thi. Trong khi do, con ga
xdam tro tinh bo dimg canh bén, doi con ga trang ding lén la gidng don tan cong
khdc. Gidng ga noi rat cé tinh than anh hing md thwong khéng bao gio' tan cong
thém vao ké bai tran dang thoi thop.

Trong tai dém dén tiéng thir mwoi ma con ga trdang van con nam dai dit chwa chét.
The la con ga xam tro thang trong vinh quang.  (cac trang 267 - 268)

Tha choi ca lia thia 1a tha choi danh cho con nit nhiéu hon ngudi 16n. V& cach
phén loai theo tac gia:

...Khéng biét cin cir vao ddu ma nguwoi dan qué goi mét loai cd lia thia la cd xiém,
thén hinh, ky vi mau xanh tham, hoi den, rat div. C6 phdi mau den la mau ciia da
nguoi Xiém (Thai Lan) nén goi la ca xiém chang? Nhw vdy, ca lia thia co hai
giong, than hinh va ky vi sdc hong nhat la géc ca lia thia ban xit, con mau xanh
den la ca cua xw Xiém La du nhdp vao Viét Nam? (trang 274)

Theo t6i dugc biét ca thi lia thia co ba loai: cé ta (ca ban xr), ca Xiém va ca phudn.
Cé ta minh nho vdy mun ung xanh, tirc 1a mau den huyén 16e anh sao xanh, vi ky
déu do. Loai ca nay wa 1am 6 trong 16p nude xam xap doc mé rudng cd chim bot
trang nho li ti nhu nhitng hat cudm phu trén mat. Con ca xiém 16n hon, vi ky do
tham hon, vay mau xanh nudc bién va sang ngodi nhu ngoc sa-phia (thity ngoc), lai
co thtr loang mot vét do trén minh, loai ¢4 xi€ém rat hiéu chién va thién chién. Con
loai c4 thir ba 1a loai cd phudén, minh to nhu nhu cé xi€m, vi ky tng do, vay mau



thién thanh hodc mau lam ngoc (xanh nhat hon mau thién thanh), giéng nhu cé bai
trau.

Pé giy gidng c4, ngudi mién Nam cho con ca trong va con mai ép nhau, tic 1a cho
hai anh chi xap lai nhau giao hoan mé m¢t trong chau dé chj dé tring, go1 vao
chum bot tring trén mit nudce cua chau. Ngudi ta co thé gan ghép cac cude hon
nhan di chung cho c4 lia thia dé dugc céac loai ca lai (ca xiém lai ca ta, ca ta lai ca
phudn, ca phudn lai ca xiém, ca hop chung lai nhiéu gidéng). But gia dang vao tudi
cudi thu cudc doi, tri nhé kém coi, ching biét diéu minh nhd c6 dung hay sai, vay
nho cac bac cao minh chi giao cho.

Sau hét, ti xin nhap chuopg nhé Hot Me va Pdnh Pé vao 9hung mot dqan nhan
dinh. Chuong nho Danh Dé 1a chuong nho choét cua toan quyén Chuyén Dong Qué.

Dé 40 con 1a loai dé do ngudi Tau bay dit ra, rat phd thong tir d6 thi t6i ving nira
cho nira qué ctia cac thanh phd trén dai dat Nam Ky Luc Tinh. Theo tac gia, dé 40
con 1a tro choi binh dan, con d& 12 con 1a trd choi tri thire. Doc gid kiéu bao cua
chung ta, da s tir 50 tudi tré 1én, chic ciing biét qua cach choi dé 40 con, cho nén
but gia xin dé cap qua loa loai choi dé nay. Vao nim nam cudi thap nién 50, & tinh
Vinh Long ctia chung t6i, x6 xinh ndo ciing c6 vai huyén dé dé mdi ngay dan choi
dé b tién ra mua mot vai con dé. Huyén dé ban con dé cho song dé 16n dé an hué
hoéng. Song dé 16n ¢ quan Cai Von (vao thoi Pé Nhat Cong Hoa duge doi tén 1a
quan Binh Minh) nam gan ban doanh ctia TrungTuéng Nam Lira Tran Vin Soai
(luc luong vo trang cta Phat Gido Hoa Hao - bao ké cho song dé nay), trén tuyén
duong Vinh Long - Can Tho.

Tir sang som, ngudi huyén dé ban con dé cho song mai toi 4 gid chiéu méi khoa
s6. Tir song x6 dé ra, con dé duoc in trén gidy in chit, duoc cac dng tai xé cac xe do
dem vé phan phat cho cac huyén dé. Gidy ghi s6 dé luon ludn duogc phat kem voi
thai dé choi tiép cho ngay hom sau. Cac tay choi de nhin cac cau db ghi trén thai
de dé doan ngay hom sau song s& x6 con gi va dé rdi sang hom sau ho mua con de,
néu doan mua trang sb dé thi ho dugc huyén dé chung tién.

Con dé 12 con, tac gia ghi nhan nhu sau:
.. Pdnh dé 12 con thwong choi ban dém (vang lang hon), ban ngay choi hot me

(6n ao hon). bBé 12 con, gom co: twong, si, twong, xe, phdo, ngua (ma) voi mau
xanh, trang va mau vang, do.



Ai biét choi co twéng, danh tir sdc, danh xép déu biét ré cdc con bai nay. Chi ¢6
con chot (con tot) trong bo bai tir sdc khéng cé trong vu danh dé 12 con. Tir sdc ¢é
nghia la 4 mau: xanh, trang do, vang. Tuong, si, twong, xe, phdo, ngua, chot mau
xanh va mau trdng chir viét (Han ti) giong nhau, mau dé va mau vang, chir giong
nhau. (trang 287 - 288)

O day, tac gia giang giai vé cach choi dé 12 con nay rat ti mi trén bén trang giay, tir
dau trang 287 cho dén trang 290.

Pay 1a cudc du tri giira nha 1am cai va cac tay choi dé. Di nhién, cac thi vui choi
¢ bac nao ma chang c6 viéc dau tri timg dién tién nudc bai hay nudc co? Nhung,
hinh nhu 16i choi dé& 12 con khong may pho thong ¢ vung Tién Giang. Vé sau, 1i
binh x4p xam lai thinh hanh nhét vi co cudc sat phat nhau nhanh va dir do1 hon. Loi
choi ddnh dé 12 con cling nhu 16i danh 16 t6, 16i choi c& quan, ciing nhu 1i choi
lég bau cua ca cop, 16i choi tai xiu chi dugc khach thudng xuan chiéu ¢d vao dip
Tét.

Hot Me ciing 1a cach choi cd bac chi thinh hanh trén dai dat Nam Ky, gianh cho
gidi dia chi giau su. Nhiéu ngudi ho hang bén ngoai cia ong than bt gia cd vuon
rong ménh mong, ruong dat co bay thang canh. Mdi 6ng dia chu c6 chiéc xe may,
tuc 1a xe bén bang day may do mét con ngua keo, xe nay tir bén Phap nhap cang
qua vao dau thé ky 21. Ho ding xe ndy dé dén truong da ga va song hét me, dé bay
cudc sat phat nhau, an dam hoac thua 16n, c6 khi lam vao hoan canh tan gia bai
san.

Thé hé cua to1 sinh vao 5 ndm cudi thap nién 30, may ai con nh¢ dén thu choi hot
me? May thay, ki€u bao ching ta c6 nha van Tran Van!

Nhitng trdi me chua chin, tich ldy hét, chimg mét tram dén hai tram hét la di
dung trong lanh vuc hot me (lam chii). Dung cu dung trong mon choi co bac nay,
gom co hgt me, mot cdi chung nho, logi chung uong tra, mot cay khéu va mét cdi
tii vdi nhé dung ba thir ndy mang di dén cdc noi té chirc co bac hodc chi c6 choi
hot me.  (trang 280)

Hot me (c6 nghia la hot cac hét me dé tinh 4 civa an thua) c6 bon dwong an thua
goi la nhut, nhi, tam, tw (mot, hai, ba, bon) ma dan choi con goi yéu co nghia la
mot, lwong la hai, tam la ba va tw con goi la tuc - bon (yéu luong tam tuc - mot hai

ba bén).



Ngueoi lam cdi hot me chuyén nghiép, khong dung hot me, vi né nho, khong dep lai
khéng bang nhau, md ho diung z‘zen bang dong do, loai nika xu mau dong dé nhat,
lau chui béng ldng rat dep mat, gcm giong nhw dong tién cent ciia My, nhung dep
hon. Hon nita, khi nguoi lam cdi hét me (bdy gio la hot xu), khong co hot me, do
dong tién ra, am thanh nghe rat hap dan. Hay tay ho xéc dong tién 1én, sy va cham
va mau sdc ldp lodng ciia tién dong tao dwoc am thanh véi cam gidc thich thi dam
mé cho cdc anh chang luén tén tho than do den. (Nhur bén My bdy gio, cdc mdy
choi tai cdc casino, khi kéo mdy tring con bai - con s6 ¢é thuéng tiéng va cham
ciia tién khodnh roi xuong thung dé mdy choi, nghe nhir tiéng reo ho réo goi cia
than dé bat khuyén du thinh gidc cia nguoi thich do den).

.. Dia diém hot me thuong khudt dudi tang cay to c6 bong mdt. Mot chiéc dém I6m
hoac vai chiéc chiéu trdi trén mot ché dat tréng, bang phang (trén chiéu hay dém,
nguoi chu cai con trai thém 1 tam vdi hay 1 cdi mén mong) dé khi kéo cdi chung
dwoc ngon trém vi ¢é nhiéu tién dong xu trong dé thanh mét dwong dai thang hodac
ngong nghéo dé cac nguoi choi nhin va tinh nham, dodn coi ra s6 mdy... Nguoi
lam cai ngoi gitka & sat mép chiéu hay dém, hai bén cé hai nguoi phy td, mot ngueoi
lo thu hodc trd tién dn thua cho nguoi choi. Nguoi kia, cam cdy khéu hét me hodc
khéu tién dong nika xu thanh timg khém, cir 4 hét me (hay 4 xu) thanh mét khom.
Sau ciing, con lai, c6 khi 1é mot (véu), hodc hai (lwong) hay ba (tam) va ké ca dii
bén (tr ma nguoi ta goi la tic - chit nho tic la di - nghia la di bon), ciing déu tinh
diém dn thua. (trang 280 - 281)

skekoskokosk

Kiéu bao ching ta mot khi ra hai ngoai twong dau chuyén xua tich cii va thi an
choi cua tién nhan ching ta lan luot theo Nguyén Tuan va Vii Bang xudng day mo
lanh 1€o (hiéu theo nghia den) va xudng day mo thoi gian (hi€u theo nghia bong).

Nhung, khong ngd, doc gia kiéu bao chung ta cung nhimg ai quan tdm tdi van hoa
noi chung, van chuong noi riéng, vao gan cudi thé ky 20, c6 mdt Tran Vin theo
dién HO ra hai ngoai dé dong gop vao sinh hoat lang van tran bit.

Anh (Trdn Vin) da dem kinh nghiém song doi dao ciing cdi qud khir tran ngdp thii
an choi tham dam tinh ty qué hwong ciia dan mién Nam dé thdp sang lai cdi vang
bong thdt huy hoang Iéng ldy cho van héa lan vin chieong hdi ngoai ciia ching
ta./.
Hién Van Cac, tiét Manh Thu, nim Nham Ngo (2002) - Phap Quéc (Troyes)
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