THU GUI BAN

vO THAN

Nhén doc bure thu cia mot ngudi ban gui cho toi than tho, trong do co nhic toi
chit “atheist”, toi chang hiéu mo té gi vé cai nghia cua chir nay nén danh phai tra ty
dién dé hiéu rd nhimg diéu ngudi ban t6i mudn noéi. Ctr theo tu dién Anh-Viét thi
nghia cta chit "atheist" 1a "vé than".

“Than” 1a tir ngir thude vé ¥ ni€ém ntra nhu triru twong, nira nhu cu thé, nira nhu
1a de tin thuan khiét, ntra nhu dj doan, nira nhu don so, ntra nhu phtc tap ... da
ting tao nén nhiéu cudc tranh cii va gay ra biét bao hé luy cho con nguoi. Ké tin
diéu nay, ké khong tin diéu kia, that rdi boi nhu mot moi bong bong. Doéi khi sur
tranh luén, cii co nhau vé “Than” nam trong nhirng thai cuc cua cuc doan dé tao
nén nhitng chuyén nuc cuoi khong 161 thoat, khong c6 két luan, dau voi dudi chudt,
danh nhau bé dau, vo bd, chi vi muon ldy cdi hiéu biét hitu han cia con nguoi ma
ban téi cdi vé han cia Troi Pat.

Biét cai kho khan nhu thé nén toi chi xin man ban vé “vo than” theo chiéu
hudng tao lao thuong 1¢, nghe qua rdi bo. Trudc hét phai hiéu "vo than” theo cai
dinh nghia nao da chi, vi mot tir ngit luén c6 thé co nhiéu dinh nghia v6i cach hiéu
khac nhau tiy theo tinh hudng sir dung no.

‘Nay nhé, cir hiéu mot cach don gian: "vo" 1a khong co, "than" 1a nhimg ong
Than duoc tho phuong (hay tho phung). C6 nguoi cam thiy so hai hay buc minh
néu c6 ai n6i minh 1a “vo than”. "Vo than" c6 nghia 1a khéng cé ong than nao dé
tho phirong cd, nhu ngay cé than Tai cting khong co. Khong co than Tai, ¢ nghia
1a ta khong duoc giau hay khong muédn giau, ma khong dugc hay khong mudn giau
thi ¢6 chi phai so nhi. Hay ¢ ¢6 nao d6, ngay ca than Vé Nit (than Ai Tinh) ciing



khong c6. Khong c6 than Ai Tinh, nghia 13 ¢6 4y chiang yéu ai hodc khong ai yéu
co ay. Khong yéu ai hay khong ai yéu thi ciing dau c6 chi ma phai so hay buc
minh, c¢6 so ching 14 sg cai canh "chdng méng ma gao". Nguoc lai, chang may ma
co 4y lai ¢6 than Bach Mi (trong Truyén Kiéu) chiéu ménh thi that khé mot doi.

Ciing c6 thé hiéu “vo than” theo cai dinh nghia 1a chang thd 6ng than nao ca.
Theo cai suy nghi 14m cam, nguy bién va tao lao cta toi thi "vo than" chang c6 lién
quan gi téi van dé tdm linh cao cd cia con ngudi ca. Than co thé 1a nguoi, dong
vat, thuc vat hodc mot vat thé nao dé duoc nguoi doi ton vinh. Than duge t6n kinh
béi1 duc do hoac quyén luc hoac ca hai, hodc vi mot hay nhiéu 1y do linh thiéng nao
khac nita ma chi c6 ong thin mdi biét. Va cling c6 khi chinh 6ng than nay ciing
ching biét Iy do tai sao ong lai dugc thd phuong ma chi co nhitng ngudi tho
phuong 6ng mdi biét rd ma thoi. Co nhimg vi than dugc hoi tai sao nguoi ta lay
ong, ong chang biét, hoi nguoi ta xin ong diéu gi, ong ciing chang hay, ong chi biét
ngoi trén cao cudi cudi an oan chang khac chi nhitng 6ng nghi gat. Pon gian thé
thoi. Cr nghe vi hdo han nao do td mot cu gia:

Ban ngay cu cw nhu than,
Ban dem cu cir tan man nhu ma.

Theo hai cau tho 4y thi than rat gan giii véi ta, nhung c6 diéu than thi khong biét
"tdn man" nhu ngudi va ma.

No6i vé than thi s6 lugng than trén trai dat nay nhiéu vo ké. Mdi noi c6 mot y
niém khac nhau vé than nén than can duge ciu tao sao cho phu hgp vé1 van hoa,
tap quan, ... sinh hoat dirc tin ctia nguoi dan noi dy. Mdi dia phuong c6 mot phong
cach tho phuong riéng cho mdi vi than cua ho.

Than la sdn phcfm ciia con ngudi, do dé than chi c6 thé thé hién dwoc tinh chat
ddc thu cua minh nam trong gioi han tri tu’ong twong cua con nguoi chir than
khong thé vuot 1én cao hon hay xa hon dwoc cdi tri twong twong dy. Va cling vi
than 1 san pham cia con ngudi nén than cling 6 sinh ton, nay con mai mat nhu
con ngudi vay. Than ciing 1én voi xudng chd, nhu khi con duoc thy phuong thi 1a
than, khong con duoc thd phuong thi lai tré thanh ma. Than ciing noi troi dé “lam
than dat ta lam ma ddt nguoi” (ca dao). Tudi tho cua than cling phy thudc vao su
phat trién, tién hoa cta xa hoi loai nguoi, c6 nhing vi than “chét” di va cling co
nhiing vi than méi duge “sinh ra” sau nay. Mubn tang tudi tho, than can phai biét
uyén chuyén theo su thay doi, tién hoéa ay cho kip thoi, kip hoan canh méi. Co
nhimg vi than chi duoc phat trién trong mot khu vuc nhd, co nhitng vi than dugc
phat trién trong khu vuc rong 16n hon va c¢6 anh hudng sau xa hon dé co khi tro
thanh tén gido nhu Nho gido chang han, ma dirc Khong Tir di tro thanh gido chu.

Than dugc thé hién dudi nhiéu hinh thic khac nhau va tén goi ciing c6 thé
khac nhau. Thi dy, cir nhu & Viét Nam ta, than & trong lang xa thi goi 1a Thanh



Hoang hay Than Hoang, dat c6 Tho Dia, song c6 Ha Ba, niii c6 Son Than, rimg c6
Chtia Ngan... Than c6 thé 1a cai ciy (Linh Mdc), cuc da (Ba Pa), binh voi, than
Ltra... hay sinh vat nhu chd (dén Cau Nhi), chim (Tién), c4, rong, rua (Kim Quy),
ngua (Bach M3) ... va ciling c6 thé 13 nhitng ngudi hén mon nhu 130 dn may hay
ngudi md lang... khi chét duoc hién linh. Than c6 thé 1a dan 6ng, dan ba hay tré
con. Than ciing c6 thé 1a nhimng vi vua, hay nhing vi dai danh kiét, hay nhimg béc
danh than c6 coéng 16n vé6i dan véi nudc, hay dén tr huyén thoai, to nghiép hay
ctng co khi chi la nhitng nhan vat rat u 13 "tim phao" mang tinh da st nhu nhiing
vi than duoc ké sau day lam thi du:

- B6 ciia vua Pinh Tién Hoang 1a con rdi cd. Me cua vua Pinh Tién Hoang tirc
vo clia st quan Pinh Cong Trir, ra sudi tim thi bi con rai ca hiép ma mang thai, dé
ra Pinh B9 Linh boi 16i rat giéi. Sau nay, Pinh B Linh thong nhat son ha 1én ngoi
Thién tir 14y tén hiéu 12 Pinh Tién Hoang Dé, tu sanh minh ngang hang véi cic vua
dai Han, dai Puong, dai Téng bén Tau, m& nén tu chu dau tién cho dat nudc ta
(theo Nam Hai D1 Nhan)

- B6 cta ngai Mac Pinh Chi (ludng qudc trang nguyén) 1a con kki Ién. Khi me
ctia ngai Mac Pinh Chi vao rimg kiém cui thi bi con khi 16n hiép ma mang thai,
sau sinh ra ngai (theo Nam Hai Di Nhan).

Con rai c4, con khi 4y ciing duoc dan lang thd dé tro thanh than.

Néu ta di sau thém vao chi tiét cia nhitng vi than trén toan dat nudc thi ké sao
cho hét. Cir chi k€ trong cai pham vi nho hep cua thanh pho Ha Noi1 khong thoi,
cling co6 thé c6 ca trdm vi than ré1 (Bach than Ha Noi).

T6i xin mé ddu ngodc & day, trong ca dao, ta ciing c6 nhitng cau lién hé dén
than, nhiéu lam, nhung chi xin don ctr vai cau:

O cho phdi phdi, phdn phan,

Cay da cqy than, than cay cay da.
Chanh chua anh dé gidt quan

Nguoi chua anh dé lam than goc da.
An trdi nhé ké trong cdy

An com nho Than Nong cay ruong.
Trén troi cé éng sao Than

Bon mua chi l6i cho dan an lam
Sang xudn than ciii lom khom

La mua trong dau dan lang biét chang?
Buoc sang thang chin ro rang

Lung than hoi dung la dang gat mua.



Con éng thanh chdu éng than
Khong tién ciing hda ra than an may.

Chiia lang hai mé bon chuéng

Co ba twong But, co ong than gia.

C6 thiéng méi goi la than

Duong ngang ngo tat chang can hoi ai.

An & thién, c¢é thién than biét,

An o ac, co ac than hay.

Bi rdach nhung lai co vang

Tuy rang miéu do Thanh Hoang con thiéng.

Bén canh ca dao con c6 nhitng tuc ngit ciing lién hé dén than nhu: Pire trong
quy than kinh, Y thé y than, Buon than ban thanh, Cua miéng co than, Chuoc quy
muu than, Xudt quy nhdp thdn, v.v... va con nhiéu lam.

Nay, néu lan rong thém ra xa toi ca nhan loai thi 61 tho61 khoi noi, xin mién ban
vé cai s luong Ay. T61 xin tam ké cho cac ban nghe, c6 lan toi di du lich nudc Ai
Cap, nguoi Ai Cép cd xua, cach day ca nam nghin nam, ho da tho rat nhiéu vi than
roi. Trudce khi Ai Cép tr¢ thanh vuong qudc, mdi vung c6 mot gia dinh than riéng,
dugc biét c6 téi 42 gia dinh than gdm co6 126 vi than gom cha, me va con. Ba hé
than cha yéu 12 hé than Mat Troi, hé than Horus va hé than Osiris. Ngoai ba h¢
than chinh ndy ngudi Ai Cap con sang tao ra nhiéu vi than khac nhu Bast nir than
méo, Bes thin méo, Hathor nit than bo, Khnoum-Re than than nguoi dau ciru duc,
Moqt nit than diéu hau, Oupoaout than cho, Sekhmet nit than su tir cai, Sobek than
ca sau ...

Ciing vi long tin vao nhitng vi than 4y ma t6i bay gio, trén dat nuéc Ai Cap,
chung ta mé&i c6 co hdi duge chiém ngudng nhimg cong trinh kién trac xay dung
nhiing quan thé dén dai to 1on biét 1a bao, to 16n dén do chung ta ngay nay khong
thé tudng tuong ndi 1am sao ngudi Ai Cap thoi cd dai d6 co thé xdy dung nén
dugc.

Anh huéng hd turong cua nhing vi than 4y da lan rong ra ca mot ving thudc
nén van minh Tdy A nhu Ludng Ha (giita hai con séng Tiger va Euphrate),
Babylone, Ba Tu, Palestine, Assyries ... va con lan tran chut it sang ca dén An Bo
nira. Vo vai thé ky trudc cong nguyén (hon 300BC), nhitng vi than Ai Cép ciing
anh huéng mot phan sang ti ca nén van minh Hy Lap, roi ké tiép t6i van minh La
M3 trong thoi ky ho chiém dong Ai Cap. Nhiing anh huong d6 dugc thé hién 16 nét
nhat 13 ¢ thanh phd Alexandria do vua Alexander Pai dé (Alexander the Great) cua
Hy Lap xay dung trén bo bién Pia Trung Hai (Mediterranean) thudc phan dat phia
bic ctia Ai Cap. Va sau d6 nguoi La M3, d3 gop phan phat trién thanh phé nay 1én



tam voc quoc té thoi xua, 1a mot trong bén trung tdm giao luu van hoa 1an kinh té,
chinh tri, t6n gido cua dé qudc La Ma va dé ngay nay Alexandria tr¢ thanh mot
thanh phd 16n th&r nhi cia Ai Cap sau Cairo. Roi ciing tir noi d6, qua su banh
truéng thé lyc cia ngudi La M4, nhimg anh hudng cia than Ai Cap lai c6 co hoi
lan toa t6i Au Chau. TAt nhién 13 di t6i dau thi nhitng vi than déu duoc bién cai,
thay hinh d6i dang, tén tudi cho pht hop véi van hoa "ban dia" theo dang tinh than
"nhdp gia thy tuc" va cling vi thé doi khi ta khong nhan dién ra dugc cai nét
nguyén thuy cua nhimg vi than dy nita. Nhu nhitng vi than duge thd phuong trén
nai Olympic cua Hy Lap duoc di tén dé tho phuong dudi thoi La Ma: Zeus thanh
Jupiter, Heka (than hon nhén) thanh Junon, Poseidon (than bién) thanh Neptune,
Aphhrodite (than ai tinh) thanh Venus, Hermette (than budn ban) thanh Mercure.

Neu tiép tuc noi thém vé nhiing vi than ctia nhimg ving dat toi da c6 d1p di qua
nhu nen van minh ¢ ctia Trung Hoa, Nhat Ban, Nam Duong, Thai Lan ¢ A Chau;
nhu nén vin minh Maya, Azetec & Trung M¥; nhu nén van minh Andes & Nam My

v... thi tit han con nhiéu diéu 1y thi. Néi téi nhitng phan dat nay toi suc nhd téi
nhimg vi than da dugc thd phuong mot cach hét sirc khac nhau tiy theo timg dia
phuong. Nhu khi t6i di thim déo Bali cia Nam Duong, nguoi ta tho than bang hoa,
khong c6 mot thir gi khac ngoai hoa. Nguogc lai khi t6i di thim mot sd dén dai &
Mexico hay Trung My, Nam My thi duoc biét co noi, ngdy xua, hang nim ngudi ta
giét tré con hay trinh nir xinh dep dé cung dang than, that 1a da man kinh khiép.

Nay quay tré lai dat nude ta, néu ghé thim Pa Néng dé xem “bao tang vién”
vian héa ctia ngudi Chiém Thanh xua (hay Champa, goi tat 1a Cham, hay Cham), ta
s& thay nguoi Chiém Thanh ciing di thd nhiéu than 1am nhu than Brahma (than
sang tao), than Visnu (than bao ton), than Siva (than huy diét), thé hién ba ngdi cua
than Brahma cua dao Ba La Mon trong kinh V& Pa. Nhung than noi bat hon ca van
la than Linga (thd bd phan sinh duc cta dan 6ng) va than Yoni (tho bd phan sinh
duc ctua dan ba) va cd nhitng hinh tugng khi ghép chung khoép lai véi nhau. Ngay
ca kiéq trac dén dai cua ngudi Chiém Thanh ciing déu mang hinh dang cia than
Linga ay.

Khong phai chi c6 dan toc Chiém chiu anh huéng An Do méi thd than Linga,
ma ngay ca nguoi Viét Nam ta cing tho' n6 dudi hinh thirc khac duogc goi 1a tin
nguong phén thwe (phdn 13 nhiéu, thuc 1 nay no), cdu mong su sinh sbi niy nd
nhiéu ngudi vi nude ta thude xt nong nghiép can nhiéu lao dong nén trong dan
gian ta méi ¢6 cau mong sao dugc déng con nhiéu chau nhu "sinh nam dé bay".
Theo cubén "Tim V& Ban Sic Vin Hoa Dan Toc" cua tic gia Tran Ngoc Thém,
trong nhiéu ving thuéc Phu Tho, Ha Pong, Bic Ninh, Son Ty, Hoa Binh trudc
day, vao dip hoi lang, nguoi ta rudce téi 18 bd sinh thyc khi ciia dan 6ng, va khi
dam rude két thiic, moi nguoi tranh nhau cudp nhitng vt ndy vé vi tin rang no sé
dem lai may man cho ca nim. Trong dan gian ta c6 cu: “Ba muoi sdu cdi nd



nuwong, Cdi dé dau giwong, cdi dé goi tay” 1a do nhiing tuc 18 phdn thyc nay
ching? Va ngu phtt & S& Pam Hon Do, tinh Khanh Hoa, ¢6 tuc thd mot k& nit 1on
trén mot tang ¢4 ma dan gian goi 1a “Lé Lwong ” (Ludng do goi treo tir tiéng chi bo
sinh duc ctia phai nit), vi nit than pht ho cho ngu dan duoc goi 1a ba Luong, dugc
tho tr 200 nam nay cho td1 bay gid, ngay dém khoi nhang nghi ngut.

Trong ca dao cua dan ta, loai than nay cling duogc thé hién qua nhiing cau nhu
sau:

- Van chwong chir nghia bé bé
Than "Do6" am anh cling mé man doi
(nguoi mién Bac Viét nam goi “d6” 1a bo phan sinh duc cua dan ba.)

Vin chwong chir nghia bé bé,

Than L... dm dnh ciing mé man nguoi
Xot long me goa con coi

Kiém an lan hoi, L... Ién bcing mo.

Lai thém nita, c6 mot 1an toi di tham Nhat Ban, toi gip mot 18 hoi, khong biét
tén 1a 18 hoi gi. Dan dau doan rudce 1a nhitng c6 gai Nhat tré dep ndn na, hon ha
hon ho vac cai "cua quy" cua phai nam to 16n trén duong phé huéng t&i mot ngoi
dén tho. Khi ho tién vao dén tho thi hang tram co gai xinh dep xi xup khan vii cau
xin, ho cau xin diéu gi thi chi c6 Than "ctia quy" ay mai biét. L& hdi nay ciing to
lam, chang thua kém gi “hoi lang Lim" & tinh Bac Ninh cua ta dau.

Tin vdo than la tin vao nhitng san phdm ciia con ngwoi dung nén, nén co
ngudi cho rang tin cling duoc ma khong tin cling khong sao. Ngudi xua co cu
danh cho mét hang 1ai budn goi 13 "buén Than bdn Thanh". Phai ching, mua hay
khong mua 1a tiy ¢ minh, ving mo thi cho van déng?

Thai thi, noi1 di thi cling phai noi lai cho toai l1ong nhau. Tho phugng nhiing vi
than trén qué huong ta 1a nhitng nét dep van hoa co tu nghin xua. Nhitng vi than
trén qué hwrong ta con thi dan toc ta con, t0i khong noi ngoa. Nay nhé, ong cha ta
khi xua cling da biét duoc gia tri va y nghia sau sdc cua viéc tho phuong nhing vi
than. Ngay khi, ta chi n6i vé nhitng vi Than Hoang trong lang xa khong thoi, vao
nam 1572, vua L& Anh Toéng ctng da phai giao cho 6ng Nguyén Binh (nguyén la
Han 1am vién Pai hoc si) suu tam va soan ra than tich cua nhimg vi Than Hoang
trong cac lang x dé nha vua ban sic phong cho nhing vi than 4 ay, va than duoc
chia ra lam 3 hang, Thu:0’ng dang than, Trung dang than va Ha dang than. Do 1a
chua ké dén nhimg vi than & tim muc c6 anh hudng cao rong hon nhu ba Chua
Liéu Hanh chang han.

Chta Liéu Hanh 13 co gai qué, qué quan ¢ xd Van Cat, Nam Dinh, tuong
truyén la con Troi, ba 1an tir boé Thién dinh xin vua cha cho xuong tran gian dé



sdng mot cudc doi binh di v6i khat vong vé tu do, hanh phic. Ba dugc nhan gian
ton kinh 12 Thanh Mau, 1a ba Chia Liéu, 1a Me (T hdang tam gi6 Cha, thang ba gio
Me) (ca dao) (Cha day 1a duc Tran Hung bao). Den thd ba dugc tho rai rac khap
noi tir bac chi nam. Anh huéng cia ba 16n dén ndi vua Pong Khanh phai tu nguyén
xin lam dé tir thtr bay tai dién Hon Chén (Hué).

Nhitng vi than c6 tam c& 16n nhu thé trén dat nudce ta thi ¢o nhiéu 1am, ké ra
cling khong xué hét dugc. Toi cling xin ndi thém & day, trong van héa nude ta cd
dic diém rat doc dao: do 1a truyén thuyét va nguoi thuc viéc thyc lai rat gﬁn nhau,
gan dén ndi d6i khi nguoi ta thay ching hoa 1an vao nhau, nhu truyén thuyét vé
Chua Liéu Hanh d3 no6i ¢ trén lai trd nén rat hién thyc. Tuong truyén, ba Chta Lidu
Hanh la tién nir da tung cung trang Bung tirc trang nguyén Phung Khic Khoan va
ta tai Ng6 xuong hoa van tho trén lau tho, ma noi 4y ngay nay la Phi Tay Ho, dén
thd Chua Liu Hanh bén bo HO Tay, khoi huong nghi ngiit quanh nam.

Trong dan gian ta c6 cau “Con coc la cau ong Troi”. Chi mdt cau d6 khong
thoi ta thdy ciing du noi 1én céi tinh than binh dang giita nguodi véi nguoi, giita
nguoi dan vo1 vua quan, gitta ngudl vol trol va gitta nguot voi thién nhién cua dan
ta. Su binh dang 4y ciing thé hién rat & nét giita nguoi va than. Than ma 16i thoi,
nguoi ciing s& phat than va dudi than di. Nhu ta co cau chuyén dan gian ké rang khi
vua Ly Thai T6 con 1a chii tiéu bé sdng trong chuia, cht hay 1én chinh dién an vung
oan bang cach moi rudt oan ra dn, vo ngoai con nguyén. Than bao moéng mach cho
su, su qud ming chi. Cha tirc gian viét bon chir “luu tam thién 1y sau lung than
dé dudi than di. Than lai bao mong dé tir gid su. Sang day, su 1én chinh dién lay
nude rira x6a bdn chit Ay di nhung khong 1am sao rira di duoc cho t6i khi chi tiéu
nhd nudc miéng chui di thi méi hét. Boi voi ngudi thiu sb & mién cao nguyén
Trung Phan, su rang budc dugc xac dinh rat 1o rang, minh bach vé quyén loi va
trach nhiém cta than ddi v4i budn ban.

Ay day, moi chuyén trén doi no cur roi boi 1én nhu thé d6 vi cai tinh tao lao cia
moi sy viéc xay ra chung quanh ta, trong d6 c6 viéc “vo than”, “hitu than”, “da
than”, “doc than”. Toi nobi chuyén tao lao véi cac anh nén cac anh dung ban tam
suy nghi hay tranh cii véi t6i vi t6i dd xac dinh ngay tir dau 14 thu rang day chi 1a
chuyén tao lao, doc qua 101 bo.

T6i xin két thuc birc thu nay bang cau ma nguoi ban My cua ngudi ban toi néi
voi anh ta: "No, I'm not an atheist, I'm a non-believer!" Ai hi€u sao thi hiéu. My
khon that.

NGUYEN GIU HUNG
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